
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of 

School   
 

 

And that’s a wrap! The Autumn Term is 

complete. Well done to all our reception 

children for completing your first term at 

school. We have some very tired Leopards 

and Turtles! 

 

It was wonderful this week to perform all of our Christmas plays 

live and in person rather than via video. The children get such 

pleasure out of learning and performing their plays and we 

hope that you enjoyed making those memories too. Thank 

you for all the money that was donated for The East Anglian 

Children’s Hospice (EACH). We will total the money and let 

you know how much we collected for this vital provision. 

 

Thank you for all your continued support for our school this 

term. We have lots more events and occasions planned for 

the Spring term and dates are noted next to this message. 

 

As we approach the time of the year when we may               

experience snow please check the Norfolk schools website 

where any closure notifications will be posted. 

 

http://www.disruptions.norfolk.gov.uk/

nccclosures_schools.html 

 

May I wish you all a Very Merry Christmas and see you all in 

2023. 
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Our target school attendance figure is 

96.0%. Our current  

figure is   93.2 % 

 

 

The best Class this week was   

           Giraffes on 94.9%  

School reopens on Wednesday 4th 

January at 8.50am. 

18.1.22  Year 1 phonics check 

meeting after school 

19.1.22  9.15am Zebra class shar-

ing assembly 

26.1.22  9.15am Giraffe Class shar-

ing assembly 

1.2.22  Year 2 Writing Café 

7.2.22  Year 1 Maths Café 

8.2.22  Reception Reading Café 

9.2.22  9.15am Elephant Class 

Sharing  Assembly 

Half Term 13.2.22 - 17.2.22 

2.3.22  World Book Day 

7.3.22  Family Learning Day 

9.3.22  9.15am - Turtle Class            

Sharing assembly 

16.3.22  9.15am Leopard Class 

Sharing assembly 

20.3.22 

- 

22.3.22  

Parent Evenings 

31.3.22  Whole School Spring      

Assembly 

School closes for Easter Holidays 

31.3.22 and reopens 18.4.22 



   & 
 

We will be saying goodbye to Mrs Scott in Leopards class at the end of the Autumn term.  She has 

been brilliant with the children and I am sure the children will miss her, however we will be welcoming 

Ms Bliss as Reception teacher and Assistant Headteacher. Ms Bliss will be making a few visits to John 

of Gaunt to see the children in reception before she officially starts in January.   
 

The School Office 
 

We would also like to welcome Mrs Blois and Mrs Turner to the school office to join Mrs Hickling.  Mrs 

Blois and Mrs Turner already work within the admin teams across the federation.  Please find below 

that days who will be in the office: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the unlikely event of the office being unmanned , there will be a notice at reception to go to Bure 

Valley as they will be able to assist you. 
 

Please say hello and give them all a warm John of Gaunt welcome. 

        TACT Collection tins 

 
There is a  collection tin in our reception for anyone that would like to donate to 

The Aylsham Community Trust Families. 

 
 

  Poppy Appeal 

 

Thank you for all your support, this has made a real difference to those in 

the Armed Forces community.  Without your efforts The Royal British  

Legion could not do the work they do. 

 
                                           We raised £93.95—Well done everyone! 

Monday Mrs Hickling 

Tuesday Mrs Turner 

Wednesday  Mrs Hickling 

Thursday Mrs Blois 

Friday Mrs Hickling 

Late Arrivals 

 

We have noticed recently that there has been an increase of 

children are arriving late in the mornings, please could we ask 

that children get to school on time as this then helps them too be 

in the right frame of mind for learning. 



 

NEWSLETTER GOVERNOR REPORT CHRISTMAS 2022 

 

 

As the year of 2022 draws to a close, it seems a good time to reflect 

on all that has been achieved in The Aylsham Learning Federation. 

 

The students and staff have got back into the post covid learning 

environment with great intent and purpose, and during a recent 

governors’ learning walk, which took place in all of our schools, it 

was a real pleasure to see our young people actively engaged in 

learning in a respectful and disciplined fashion.   

 

At the High School, we have celebrated success across the year groups with three presentation 

evenings, where both academic attainment as well as effort are celebrated, as well as the many 

extra-curricular activities which the students get the opportunity to take part in. On one evening 

we were treated to a preview solo from the upcoming Elf musical which will be performed just  

before Christmas, so I hope you have all managed to get tickets. 

 

It is very pleasing that the class of 2022 at the High School achieved the third best results in Ebacc 

subjects across the county. 

 

At Bure Valley, the staff continue to work hard to uphold standards and bring about further im-

provements to the teaching and curricular offer. The school enjoys a bright and inviting learning 

environment that supports a calm and purposeful atmosphere in school and I know that the pu-

pils are very pleased to be back to a normal school day, and have enjoyed having visitors back 

into school. 

 

At John of Gaunt it has been a busy but successful Autumn Term and staff and pupils alike are 

looking forward to the culmination of the term in the various nativity plays in the last week. The 

children have all worked extremely hard and are making steady progress with all of their learning. 

Our reception children have completed the first term at school and are thoroughly enjoying all 

their new learning opportunities and it is fair to say that John of Gaunt continues to be a happy 

school where children want to come and learn. 

 

John Bear’s Nursery is proving a popular place to start the educational journey in the Aylsham 

Learning Federation, and it is pleasing to see that the light and airy building is providing just the 

right environment for happy children. 

 

As governors we have confidence in all our schools providing a good level of education and we 

are looking forward to 2023 and what we can offer the children of   

Aylsham. 

 

It just leaves me to say a massive thank you to all our staff across the 

federation for all their hard work during 2022, and for helping bring so 

much success to our young people. 

 

Thank you too, to our parents and carers for all the support which you 

have given to our students/pupils over the past year, and I would like 

to wish a Merry Christmas and a happy and healthy New Year to   

everyone connected to the Aylsham Learning Federation. 

 

Jenny Youngs 

Chair of Governors, Aylsham Learning Federation 

 










