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Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School
As I sit and type this it is World Book Day and it
is so wonderful to see the children all dressed
up celebrating books and reading. They have
already taken home their World Book Day
token home and these can be exchanged
either for a special World Book Day book or
as part payment towards a book of their own choosing. It is
so wonderful that this scheme has been going for 25 years
this year and means that every child can have a book to
keep of their very own. We know at John of Gaunt how
important reading and stories are and we encourage you
to make sure that these are part of your life at home.
Everyone has settled well into the second half of the Spring
Term. Last week the children enjoyed their traditional tale
week and this time it was ‘Little Red Riding Hood’. From a
crime scene in Year 2 to re-enacting Grandma’s Cottage
in Reception, all the children enjoyed their learning.

Dates for your Diary
8.3.2022 - Main School Family
Learning Day
9.3.2022 - Year 2 SATs meeting @
3.15pm in the hall
10.3.2022 - Nursery Family
Learning Day
18.3.2022 - Red Nose Day
w/c 21.3.2022 - Parents Evenings
for Zebra and Leopard Class
w/c 28.3.2022 - Parents Evenings
Easter Holidays 4th - 19th April

This week has proved a little challenging with our
unfortunate gas leak and I thank you all for your
understanding when we needed to close to ensure
everyone's safety. Everything is now fixed and as I type
there is a lorry here filling in the holes!
Further on in this newsletter is an update on the Covid
situation and updated rules for isolation and testing. It is
clear that we are not free from Covid but are all learning
how to live with it as part of normal life. Please read the
information carefully and continue to support us as you
have done through the whole of this pandemic.
We are looking forward to our growing themed family
learning day next week. Please make sure that you check
the flyer that was sent home or posters for your child’s class
slot. This is also included further on in this newsletter.
However, due to a number of Covid cases, we may need to
postpone our Family Learning Day if cases increase over
the weekend. We will confirm on Monday if this will be able
to go ahead or not.

Attendance Watch
Our target school attendance
figure is 96.0%.
Our current figure is
93.4%
The best Class this week was
Zebras on 95.4 % &
Elephants on 95.2%

Covid update
Although many of the specific COVID-19 laws have changed, the public health guidance
remains largely unchanged. The principles of hands, face, space and fresh air remain key to
infection control, and we continue to ask people to act responsibly by staying at home and
away from others if they have symptoms or test positive for COVID-19. When a pupil, staff or
other adult develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test they should follow the
guidance People with COVID-19 and their contacts which advises;
“Children and young people with COVID-19 should not attend their education setting
while they are infectious. They should take an LFD test from 5 days after their symptoms
started (or the day their test was taken if they did not have symptoms) followed by
another one the next day. If both these tests results are negative, they should return to
their educational setting if they normally attend one, as long as they feel well enough to
do so and do not have a temperature. They should follow the guidance for their
educational setting.”
We have a responsibility under the existing Public Health Laws and Health Protection
Regulations to respond appropriately to all infectious diseases (e.g. Mumps, Measles, Rubella,
and COVID-19). We do this by making sure we follow published guidance and have in place
risk assessments and Health and Safety policies. Therefore, in line with our risk assessment and
related policies, children and young people who test positive or have symptoms of COVID-19
must stay at home as per the published guidance.
Some of you may have concerns and anxieties about the relaxation of the rules and I have
included the following website links which you may find helpful.
What parents and carers need to know about early years providers, schools and colleges
during COVID-19
COVID-19 (coronavirus) FAQs (justonenorfolk.nhs.uk)
Thank you for your continued support as we move to a new phase of living with COVID-19 .

Easter Hat Parade
The last day of the Spring Term is Friday 1st April. During the afternoon the
children are going to be visiting Bure Valley to watch the parents panto;
which had to be postponed from before Christmas. We are very grateful to
the Panto team for rescheduling this for the children as they always really
enjoy it.
It is also tradition at John of Gaunt to have an Easter Hat Parade, with
of course chocolate prizes for the winners. So get your creative fingers
flowing and have fun with your child/children creating an Easter Hat
ready for our parade. I know this is a while ahead but I wanted to give
you plenty of making time! More details to follow nearer the time too.

Ukraine
One of our school council children approached me and asked whether we would be able to
support one of the local causes set up to help the people of Ukraine. This wonderful act of
thoughtfulness is living proof of our motto ‘always choose kindness’.

It is my understanding that they have already filled one lorry but are seeking funds to send a
second lorry out to Ukraine. If you are able to donate any of the items listed please take them
directly to the Banningham Crown or if this is impossible due to transport we will be happy to
take small donations for you.

School Cloud Parents Evening
Teachers will be running Parents Evenings over a 2 week period, starting week beginning 21st
March. When you log into the school cloud portal you will be able to see the dates available
for each teacher in those 2 weeks.
As we did during the Autumn Term, our parents evenings will be virtual on a system called
School Cloud. Running our parents evenings virtually was necessary at the time but worked so
well for both you as parents and us as a school that we decided to continue in this way.
Our booking system opens on Friday 11th March at 9am and by using this link:
https://johnofgaunt.schoolcloud.co.uk/
You will then be able to proceed to book your parents evening appointment. The details you
enter into school cloud MUST be the same as those that you have registered with the school on
our system known as SIMS. If you have SIMS parent it will be the details you can view on there.
Once you have booked your appointment you will receive an email detailing your time and at
the bottom of this email will be the link to click on to attend the meeting, and so please keep
the email safe. This system works by using a device such as a smartphone or a tablet or a
computer with a microphone and camera enabled. It is not via the telephone so please don’t
wait for your phone to ring because it won’t!

