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Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School
So another half term comes to an end. I know
this was a short half term but it really does
seem to have whizzed by. We are so proud of
all our children at John of Gaunt for the way
that they behave and for their brilliant
learning characteristics. They all work hard
each and everyday and you as parents should be rightly
proud of them too.
It has been lovely to welcome lots of new children into our
nursery this half term and they have all settled really well.
They are enjoying meeting lots of new friends and having
lots of space to play and explore their learning.
Our Superhero Reception children have loved the start to
their superhero topic, enjoying the story Elliot Midnight
Superhero and now Supertato.

Dates for your Diary
Half Term 14th - 18th February
3.3.2022 - World Book Day
8.3.2022 - Main School Family
Learning Day
10.3.2022 - Nursery Family
Learning Day
18.3.2022 - Red Nose Day
Wb 28.3.2022 - Parents Evenings
Easter Holidays 4th - 19th April

Our Year 1 children are enjoying their Castles and Crowns
topic and have loved the book George and the Dragon.
In Year 2 their topic is Walk on the Wild Side and they have
enjoyed the book Jack and the Flumflum Tree and all that
they have done with it.
We have assessed the children again for RWI and the
children have made lots of progress. Some will be on a new
colour after half term but some will be on the same colour,
as especially for the higher colours, there is an expectation
that they take longer than half a term to complete. Once
the children have mastered their phonics and reading has
clicked it is then about developing their fluency. Please
keep practising reading at home. Little and often is best so
just a few minutes each day would be perfect.

Attendance Watch
Our target school attendance
figure is 96.0%.
Our current figure is
The best Class this week was

World Book Day
World Book Day is on Thursday March 3rd and it is the 25th Anniversary of
World Book Day. As a school that really wants to celebrate reading in all
its forms, this is a perfect day for us!
We are asking children to come in dressed as their favourite book
character on March 3rd. Please don’t feel that you need to go out and
buy an outfit for this as you can be super creative and use things from
home or raid the charity shops! I find Pinterest a great source of ideas for
costumes.
For the whole of the week which includes World Book Day, we are going to study the author Jill
Murphy. The week will include some guest readers every day who will share a Jill Murphy story
with the children in assembly. Then on World Book Day itself the children will move around the
classes in school, listen to a Jill Murphy story in each one and then have the opportunity to do
an activity linked to the story.
It is great for the children to really get to know an author and
experience the whole range of their stories.
As usual the children will receive a £1 book token which can be
exchanged for a specific World Book Day book or used as part
payment towards a book of their choice. Asda, Sainsbury's, Morrison's
and Tesco's will all be stocking the books, as well as independent book
shops.

Easter Hat Parade
The last day of the Spring term is Friday 1st April. During the afternoon the
children are going to be visiting Bure Valley to watch The Parents Panto
which had to be postponed from before Christmas. We are very grateful to
the Panto team for rescheduling this for the children as they always really
enjoy it.
It is also tradition at John of Gaunt to have an Easter Hat Parade, with
of course chocolate prizes for the winners. So get your creative fingers
flowing and have fun with your child/children creating an Easter Hat
ready for our parade. I know this is a while ahead but I wanted to give
you plenty of making time! More details to follow nearer the time too.

Cafés
Thank you to all who came to our Cafés this half term. It has been so lovely to see parents back
in school working with the children and we hope that you enjoyed them too. We have more
Cafés scheduled for the Summer Term so keep an eye out for dates.

New Teacher
We have now sadly said goodbye to Mr Scrivens our Year 2 teacher and we wish him well with
his new ventures.
I am delighted to say that Mrs Farmer and I interviewed this week and we appointed a new
teacher called Mr Blake. Mr Blake is joining us from a school in Norwich and we are so pleased
that he will be working in our team.
Our Year 1 and Year 2 School Council representatives interviewed all our candidates and did a
brilliant job. They then fed back their thoughts!
Mr Blake will be joining us from 7th March.
I know that the Giraffes will work hard for Mr Blake and help him to feel welcome and that they
will quickly get to know him during the time they have left in Year 2.

