
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Just like that and the half term is complete 

and what a fantastic half term it has been. 

 

Our children are amazing and even a pop 

back into bubbles for the last couple of 

weeks has not fazed them and they have 

continued with their learning in the same brilliant way. They 

truly do live one of our 6 R’s of resilience. 

 

Thank you all so much for your support of our ‘wear yellow’ 

day for the charity mind. We raised an amazing £158.80. 

Ensuring that as a school we have an ethos around         

supporting the mental health and well being of our staff 

and our children in something that we are really focusing 

on this year, so supporting this charity feels like a positive 

start. 

Have a super half term break. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 

10.11.21 - Reception Maths    

Parent Workshop via zoom 

(9.30am - 10.30am) 

 

10.11.21 Tempest Photography 

Individual Photographs 

 

Week beginning 15.11.21 -     

Parents Evenings 

 

17.11.21 - Flu immunisations 

 

23.11.21 - Family Learning        

afternoon (hopefully) 

 

13.12.21 - Year 1 and 2 

Christingle at St Michael’s 

Church 

 

16.12.21 - Christmas Lunch 

 

16.12.21 - Rotary Carol Concert 

(evening) 

 

17.12.21 - Christmas Parties 

 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 

 

93% 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Leopards on 97.1% 

 

 Christmas Plays 
 
We are really hoping that we can perform our Christmas 

plays this year and therefore we have set dates but they 

will always be subject to Covid circumstances at the time.  

 
13th December 

 

2pm - Reception Performance 

 
14th December 

 

9.15am - Reception Performance 

2pm - Year 1 Performance 

 
15th December 

 

9.15am - Year 1 Performance 

2pm - Year 2 Performance 

 
16th December  

 

9.15am - Year 2 Performance 



 Parents Evening 

 
Mrs Gillett will be running parents evenings on Monday 15th November and Wednesday 17th 

November. All other teachers will run their parents evenings on Tuesday 16th and Wednesday 

17th November. 

 

As we did during the Spring Term, our parents evenings will be virtual on a system called school 

cloud. Running our parents evenings virtually was necessary at the time but worked so well for 

both you as parents and us as a school that we decided to continue in this way. 

 

Our booking system opens on Tuesday 2nd November at 9am and by using this link,  

 

https://johnofgaunt.schoolcloud.co.uk/ 

 

you will be able to proceed to book your parents evening appointment. The details you enter 

into school cloud MUST be the same as those that you have registered with the school on our 

system known as SIMS. If you have SIMS parent it will be the details on there. 

 

Once you have booked your appointment, you will receive an email detailing your time and at 

the bottom of this email will be the link to click on to attend the meeting, so please keep the 

email safe. This system is using a device such as a smartphone or a tablet or a computer with a 

microphone and camera enabled. It is not via the telephone so please don’t wait for your 

phone to ring because it won’t! 

 

Attached with this newsletter is the parents guide to how to set up your appointment which we 

hope you will find useful. 

Kindness Pennies 

 

Before Covid, on a Friday during celebration assembly, the children used to collect ‘kindness 

pennies’. The idea was that children would bring in ‘spare’ pennies from home (1p, 2p, 5p, 10p 

etc.) in a named purse or envelope and then every week each class collected their pennies 

and then at the end of each term these pennies were sent off to charities chosen by the  

children. 

 

We would like to start this tradition again now that we are able to have assemblies together. 

The school council have already thought of some charities and are asking their classes for other 

suggestions before we pick the final three. 

 

The children used to really enjoy putting their pennies in the class boxes and then it enabled us 

to talk about charity as well as supporting their vital work. 

 

Please could kindness pennies start being brought in from Friday 5th November and only on a 

Friday please. 

Christmas Cards 

 

Just to let you know the children have all made a Christmas card again this year and you will 

be able to purchase packs of your child's printed card. Order form on it’s way after half term. 



Shoe Box Appeal 
 

Hopefully many of you will be familiar with the shoe box appeal which happens each year in 

time for Christmas. The shoe box appeal is run by Blythswood Care and aims to provide shoe 

boxes filled with essential items and treats to give to children for Christmas who would otherwise      

receive nothing. As a school, we have supported this charity for many years and would like to 

continue to do so. In the past, we have sent as many as 100 shoe boxes just from generous        

donations from our community. I am asking you therefore to have a look at the checklist and to 

see if you can find some of the items over half term to donate to the school after half term so 

that we can make as many shoe boxes as possible. 

 

You can of course make a whole shoe box as a family and bring that in too. We would also like 

donations of the empty shoeboxes too! 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 


