Newsletter
Issue 1 Autumn 2021
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School
Welcome to our first newsletter of the Year.
May I take this opportunity to welcome all our
new families to John of Gaunt. We are
delighted that you have chosen our school to
start your child’s education journey. We know
that they will be very happy here at our
school and we look forward to working with you on their
journey.
We had the most amazing first week at school. It is an
absolute joy to see so many happy smiling faces and to
finally be able to have them all in one room again. The
happy chatter at lunchtimes in the hall and the time to be
together in assembly has been great. Finally some lovely
warm sunny weather has, I think, lifted everyone's spirits.
Our new reception children enjoyed their first day at
school; exploring the school and exploring all the things in
their classroom and outside area.
Year 1 and 2 have been getting to know their new
teachers but have already started their RWI and
Mathematics Mastery lessons and have also completed the
first traditional tale of the year ‘The Three Little Pigs’. This
week sees the start of their new topics and you will soon
receive the curriculum letters detailing all of the learning for
this half term. Our weekly curriculum plans remain on our
website for you to have a look at so that you know what
the children are learning each week. It does help with the
conversations when you know what they have been doing
and also helps with the inevitable answer to the question
‘What did you do today’ ‘Nothing!’. Children in Year 1 and
2 will already have had the first RWI book home. Please try
and spend just a few minutes each day reading the book
with your child, it really does make such a difference to
their progress.
We hope that this will be a very happy year for you and
your child and also a settled one too.

Dates for your Diary
20.9.21 - Year 1 Local Walk
22.09.21 - Year 2 Local Walk
29.9.21 - Year 2 Maths Parent
Workshop via zoom (9.30am 10.30am)
6.10.21 - Year 1 Maths Parent
Workshop via zoom (9.30am 10.30am)
22.10.21 - School closed (please
see information in newsletter)
10.11.21 - Reception Maths
Parent Workshop via zoom
(9.30am - 10.30am)
16.11 and 17.11.21 - Parents
Evenings
23.11.21 - Family Learning
afternoon (hopefully)
16.12.21 - Rotary Carol Concert
(evening)

Attendance Watch
Our target school attendance
figure is 96.0%.
Our current figure is
96.3%
The best Class this week was
Turtles on 98.6 %

Remote Learning
We sincerely hope not, but there may be times across the course of this
academic year when your child has to remain at home and carry out their
learning from there.
For Year 1 and 2 children their schooling work will be provided to you remotely via Google
Classroom. Year 2 children will be very familiar with this but it will be new to our Year 1 children.
All the children belong to their own class google classroom but you will need to join the
classroom in order to be able to access it. Shortly, you will find a ticket in the front of your child’s
home learning book which details their unique email address and password. You will need to
log on to their email and find the invite to join the classroom. Year 2 parents please note that as
they are now in a new class, their google classroom account has been moved and you will
need to join again in the new classroom.
Our reception children will use Tapestry as their platform for remote learning. Whilst
Tapestry may be new to some of you, you will quickly become very familiar with it.

Parents Evening
This year we will once again be using School Cloud Parents Evening. Although times have
changed slightly with regards to the pandemic we actually felt that School Cloud was a
successful way to run parents evenings and meant that we could update you on your child’s
progress without the added complication of attending school. It also means that we run
exactly to time!
For those new to this we will send out details nearer the time but in short you are invited via
email to book a time with your child’s class teacher, you then receive an email confirming your
time and at the bottom of that email there is a link to click on at your allotted time where you
will then link virtually to your child’s class teacher. Appointments are set at 10 minutes and the
system ends them after this time hence why teachers always run to time!
Our Autumn Term Parents evenings will be on Tuesday 16th November and Wednesday 17th
November for your diaries but an email inviting you to book
an appointment will be sent out in due course.

Additional Day
Next year marks the Queen’s platinum Jubilee and so she has kindly granted an additional
bank holiday in June next year. This additional bank holiday falls in the normal school holidays
so in lieu of that the Local Authority have authorised schools to shorten the school year by a
day just for this academic year.
The Aylsham Learning Federation have chosen Friday 22nd October as our day and therefore
school and nursery will be closed on this day to all children and staff. This extends the half term
holiday by a day.

