
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Well, from a personal point of view that 

was not the end to the academic year 

that I expected! I am on the mend        

fortunately but must continue to follow 

the doctors advice and stay at home   

until they review me. I am really hoping to return before the 

end of term though. The pandemic has taught us all how to 

work from home and we are of course very set up now to 

do so. The children have been able to see me via zoom 

which has been great but it will be lovely to be able to be 

back in school. Thank you all for your kind words of ‘Get 

Well Soon’ and for my many cards and gifts they were very 

gratefully received and brought a smile to my face. 

 

The school has carried on as normal in my absence and 

Mrs Farmer has done an amazing job of leading from the 

ground whilst I led from home. As I knew they would the 

whole team has pulled together and for that a huge thank 

you to them. 

 

The children thoroughly enjoyed their Sports Day. All year 

groups have continued with their Space Topic, and were 

very excited to take part in their Enrichment Day this week; 

when we had a visiting planetarium come into school.  

The planetarium was set up in the hall and all children from 

Nursery to Year 2 had a slot in there. I can’t wait to hear 

about it from them. 

 

In the final week we are looking forward to our school                 

picnic that the Reception children are planning for us and 

will result in everyone practising their cooking and                           

preparing skills. You have all had a letter about this I know 

and it promises to be a lovely end to a challenging school 

year. 

 

Following the announcement last week that Step 4 is likely 

to come in to play from July 19th, we have had some short 

guidance about what to expect as schools and I will      

highlight all this further on in this newsletter. 

 

Thank you all for your continued support this 

year and I wish you all a very Happy Holiday. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 

20.7.21 - Leavers Assembly 

               Giraffes  at 1.45 pm  

     Zebras at 9.00 am  

 
School closes for Summer      

Holiday on Wednesday 21st July 

and reopens on Monday 6th 

September 

 

 

Monday 6th September - All    

children in Year 1 and 2 return 

 

Thursday 9th September - Group 

A reception 8.50am - 1pm 

 

Friday 10th September - Group B 

reception 8.50am - 1pm 

 

 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 

 

95.5% 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Turtles on 98.5% 

 



 Reports 

 
By now you should have received your child’s annual report. We hope that you enjoy reading 

all about the things that they have learnt about during the last year and take pride in knowing 

all the things that they can now do that they couldn’t at the beginning of the year. We could 

not be more proud of our children and how they have tackled this year. 

 

If you have not been able to access your child’s report or you are struggling in any way with this 

please contact Mrs Lord in the office who will be only too happy to help you. 

 

We are not able to organise our normal open evening this year but if you would like to chat 

through the report with your child’s teacher please arrange a time to talk to them by sending 

them an email. 

September 
 

We have had some very short guidance about what is expected of us in schools from              

September. We are acutely aware that any of this guidance could change at any time        

however, for the moment this is what we know. 

 

Essentially for us it will be business as normal pre pandemic. From September we are no longer 

required to keep the children in their bubbles and they are able to finally mix freely again. We 

will go back to having our lunches in the hall and the children will be able to play together 

again on the playground. We will be able to operate RWI as planned. Assemblies will go back 

to normal in the hall again and the children will no longer have to sit in rows facing the front. 

 

We are also able to cease the staggered start and finish, so school will start at 8.50am and end 

at 3.10pm for all children. The only thing we will keep because it makes best use of the space is 

our one way entry onto and off the playground as this lessens the bottle neck through one 

gate. 

 

Our new Reception children will all go into school from the back playground, our new Year 1 

children into the mobile as normal and our new Year 2 children will continue in the same way as 

they have during the pandemic as this helps with a bottle neck through one door. So, Zebra 

class will go into and leave school via the ramp into the hall whilst Giraffe class will go in through 

the door from the playground. 

 

From the guidance that has been shared, the only regulations for September that will remain 

will be continued hand hygiene, continued additional cleaning of high contact surfaces and 

the need to keep rooms well ventilated by opening doors and windows. 

 

As we know with everything Covid, things can change very quickly so I do urge you to keep an 

eye on your emails regularly over the summer holidays and particularly before the return to 

school, just in case there are any further updates. 

 

I really hope that we are putting the challenges of the last 18 months behind us and that the 

vaccine is breaking the link. However, Covid is still with us and we will need to remain vigilant 

and approach everything with a sensible and measured approach. 

 

As soon as I have further updates on rules and regulations especially surrounding isolation I will 

let you know. 

 



Summer Reading Challenge 

 
This fantastic event is returning for another year and its aim is to support children’s reading over 

the summer holidays. Traditionally children’s reading ability will dip across the course of the   

summer holidays if they do not keep up their reading for 6 weeks. We want the children to be 

as good a readers when they return in September as they are now so we would urge you to 

sign up to this with our local Library. 

 

This years reading challenge is called ‘Wild World 

Heroes’. You need to register for the challenge by 

heading into either Aylsham library or any Norfolk 

library and speaking to a  member of staff. You 

will need your library card but if you don’t already 

have one you can sign up there and then. IT IS 

ALL FREE. 

 

Once you have signed up you will receive your 

welcome pack. Then for every 2 books your child 

reads from the library they will receive a pack of 

stickers to pop on their poster. The stickers are 

smelly as well apparently! The challenge is to read 

6 books over the summer and for every 2 books 

read there is a set of stickers as a reward. At the 

end of the challenge your child will receive a 

medal and a certificate. 

 

The children have all had an assembly about this 

so they are in the know too. We would love to see 

their certificates and medals in September and I 

know BVS would be happy to see the new Year 

3’s with theirs’ too. 

Happy Reading 

Staffing Update 
 

Just a couple of staffing updates for September. 

 

Miss Norfolk-Clarke will be the TA in Turtle Class from September 

Mrs Reynolds-Gotts and Miss Kirsty Leadbeter join us as TA’s in Zebra Class 

 

So September will be: 

 

Leopards - Mrs Gillett and Mrs Bedford 

Turtles - Mrs Gotterson, Miss Norfolk-Clarke and Mrs Empson 

Elephants - Mrs Simpson and Mrs Hick 

Otters - Miss Bullock and Mrs Warne 

Giraffes - Mr Scriven's, Mrs Palmer, Mrs Mackie, Mrs Reynolds-Gotts and Miss Leadbeter 

Zebras - Mrs Farmer and Mrs Sayers 

 

Mrs Timmins our HLTA is moving on to pastures new at the end of this academic year.               

Mrs Timmins has only been with us a short while but she will be sadly missed and we wish her well 

in her new adventure. 

 



Governors report for parents’ newsletter 
 

Firstly, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone involved with educating our children, 

right across the federation.  It must have been one of the most difficult years ever in education, 

and the staff across all of our schools have adapted so well to all the changes that they have 

faced along the way, so many congratulations and thanks to everyone for their efforts. 

 

For our parents and carers, it has also been an extremely difficult time, as you have all had to 

adapt to working from home, at the same time as educating your children, and dealing with all 

the restrictions which this dreadful pandemic has thrown at us, so from the governing board, I 

would also like to thank you all, for your patience and help during such strange times. 

 

During the course of the year, the site team have been very busy keeping the schools running 

with the ever changing rules and regulations, and have still had time to oversee the installation 

of new boilers at Bure Valley School, the construction building at Aylsham High school which is 

starting to take shape, and generally making sure that all the premises are covid secure, so 

thank you to them. 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish our pupils and students every best wishes as our Year 

2s at John of Gaunt take the next step to Bure Valley, Year 6s at Bure Valley take a huge step 

up to Aylsham High and to our Year 11s who have already left us, I hope that their further       

education wherever it may be, brings them the success that their time in the Aylsham Learning 

Federation has prepared them for. 

 

The summer holidays are in sight and I hope that everyone gets to have a well-earned break, 

even though it probably will not be the usual summer holiday, and that both staff and students 

and pupils return ready for what we hope will be a more normal year ahead. 

 

Jenny Youngs 

Chair of Governors 

 

 



 



 
 

 



 
 

 


