
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Welcome to the last half term of this             

academic year. We are all continuing to     

enjoy our whole school Space Topic and 

the children have immersed themselves  

in their learning. 

 

We started this half term with our usual traditional tales 

week, which this half term was Jack and the Beanstalk. The 

children really enjoy these weeks and we value the          

importance of these traditional tales. It was lovely this week 

to listen to the nursery children regaling me with all that 

they knew about the story and retelling the bits that they 

enjoyed the most. Key Stage 1 thoroughly enjoyed                

designing, making and creating parachutes for Jack to   

escape from the giant and as always the Reception         

children performed some amazing talk for writing. 

 

We are all looking forward to next week when we have our 

Space Themed Sports Day. The children will be moon      

walking, space jumping, being meteor defeaters, planet 

running and completing an alien egg and spoon race to 

name only a few. It will be a really active, fun day and we 

hope that everyone enjoys themselves. 

 

We are hoping to be able to run a Summer Holiday Club at 

the Nursery as we have done in previous years. There will 

only be a certain number of spaces each day and our 

nursery children who normally attend 50 weeks a year will 

naturally be accommodated first. As soon as we have     

finalised the details we will send booking forms home and if 

you wish to book a space will need to complete these as 

soon as  possible so that we can work out capacity.        

Payment for these holiday sessions will need to be taken in    

advance to secure your place. 

 

This is a really long newsletter with lots of information for the 

weeks ahead so please take time to read it carefully and 

digest the parts that are relevant for you. Thank you for your 

continuing support and here’s to the last 4 and a half 

weeks! 

Newsletter 
Issue 12 Summer 2021 

Dates for your Diary 

 

 

22.6.2021 - Sports Day 
 

9.7.21 - Annual reports Home 

 

20.7.21 - Leavers Assembly 

 
School closes for Summer      

Holiday on Wednesday 21st July 

and reopens on Monday 6th 

September 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 

 

95 % 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Elephants on 99 % 



 Reports 

 
Our annual school reports will be sent home on Friday 9th July. As last year these reports will be 

sent home to you on the SIMS parent system. If you have not yet logged in to the SIMS system, 

you will need to do so to be able to access your child’s report. A new link will be sent shortly to 

those who have not signed up and I urge you to do so as soon as possible so that we can iron 

out any difficulties you have. The SIMS parent system is Federation wide and therefore          

something that you will need to be familiar with throughout your child’s time in the Aylsham 

Learning Federation. 

 

The school reports this year are naturally written following another disrupted year due to Covid. 

Teachers will have given you as full a report as they are able and teacher assessments are 

made on where the children are at the end of this academic year. Please do not worry if your 

child is not quite reaching the expected standard, we are all working hard together to help 

them recover from missed time in school. 

 

If you are a Year 2 parent please note that once you have received this years report you are 

advised to download and save any reports on the SIMS system, as once your child leaves John 

of Gaunt on August 31st 2021 you will no longer be able to access these even if they are joining 

Bure Valley School. Unfortunately the system requires us to manage things on a school by 

school basis and it cannot transfer information across. 

Sports Day 
 

A whole day of  space themed sports fun is planned for Tuesday 22nd June, where we can be 

together on the big field but separate in our year group bubbles. We are unable to                  

accommodate parents this year due to Covid gathering regulations but we will take lots of      

pictures to share on Facebook and via our website.  

Please could children come to school dressed in their PE kits, with either trainers or plimsolls on 

their feet and of course sun cream already applied. With a hat for head protection and a     

water bottle for hydration. If you have the right colour house t shirt for your child (they will know 

what colour they are) then please feel free to send them in this rather than their normal t shirt. 

Please don’t go and buy one specially though. They can have their normal school jumper/

cardigan just in case it is chilly. 

 

Nursery children will be doing some fun sports activities within their nursery space and then     

joining the rest of the school, distanced in their nursery bubble for a picnic lunch. There is no 

need for our nursery children to provide anything different to a normal day at   

nursery. 

 

Our sports day will end with a medal ceremony for everyone as a finale to what will 

hopefully be a lovely day for everyone after such a difficult year. 

Sunny Weather 

We are all thoroughly enjoying this run of beautiful weather and hope that it continues all the 

way through the summer. Please could you remember to send your child in to 

school/nursery with sun cream on each day, their sun hat and a water bottle. 

Please make sure that sun hats and water bottles are also named for ease of 

identification. 



Year 2 Leavers Assembly/Play 

 
Following the announcement this week that Phase 4 of the opening after lockdown has been 

delayed, we have had some further guidance about leavers events. We are still able to hold 

our leavers event as we had planned, so this is good news but it does come with some             

restrictions. The leavers play is scheduled for Tuesday 20th July. 

 

The children are going to prepare a play to share with their grown ups as their final                  

performance at John of Gaunt. We will then end their play with our usual presentations.  

 

We have been advised that we are not able to hold such an event indoors and this therefore 

needs to be an open air theatre! (let’s pray for good weather!) We also need to adhere to 

Covid restrictions on gatherings and as such we are only able to have 30 people to watch the 

play at any one time and everyone must be socially distanced. 

 

In order to make this work we have decided that we will run the leavers play twice. Once for 

the Zebra class and once for the Giraffe class. Each child will only be able to have one grown 

up attend to watch them in order to ensure that we stay within our limit of 30 adults. We will also 

need to ask you to ensure that you have the NHS covid 19 app on your phones so that you can 

scan our barcode to register your attendance or you will need to complete a track and trace 

form as an alternative if you do not have access to the app. 

 

On Tuesday 20th July the Zebra Class play will be at 9am and the Giraffe Class Play at 1.45pm. 

You can only attend the play of the class your child is in and only one grown up per child 

please (younger siblings are not included in the numbers so are Ok to attend). We will happily 

allow videoing of the play but these must be for personal use only and must not be shared on 

any form of social media. 

 

We hope that this will be a lovely finale for both the children and yourselves as they leave John 

of Gaunt for pastures new. It is always really sad to say goodbye to our lovely children and we 

will miss them greatly but know that they are nearly ready for the next part of their education 

journey. 

Staffing Update 
 

Nursery 

 

Miss Hyam has left John Bears Nursery for personal reasons. We were very sad to see her go and 

will miss her. If your child had Miss Hyam as their key worker they have been reassigned to      

another member of staff. 

 

Ms Crane has been away from Nursery for a while now as she unfortunately had an injury and is 

still recovering. We hope that she can return to nursery soon. 

 

We have some lovely new staff members at the nursery and welcome Mrs Turner, Mrs Reynolds-

Gotts, Miss Mactavish and Miss Rigg who join our brilliant nursery team. 

 
Main School 

 

We have to say goodbye to Miss Tuttle at the end of this academic year as she was only with us 

for a year as part of her university degree. Miss Tuttle has been a great asset to the Turtle class 

and we will miss her greatly when she goes. We hope to be able to announce soon who will   

replace Miss Tuttle in the Turtle class. 



 Outdoor Learning 

 

We love doing our learning outdoors at John of Gaunt. Here are the Reception children           

enjoying some outdoor art. 

New Reception Parents Meeting 
 

This week’s announcement about the delay to further reopening has also finalised the decision 

on the new reception parent meeting. 

 

We are unable to hold the meeting indoors and as an outdoor evening meeting is a little risky in 

terms of weather, we have had to make the decision to hold this meeting virtually via zoom. I 

am so sorry that we are still not able to welcome you in to school to have a look around but we 

are really hopeful that things will have returned to a more ‘normal’ state by September and we 

have 3 days planned at the beginning of the term for individual meetings with your child’s class 

teacher and a chance to see their classrooms then. 

 

In the meantime we would love for you to join us online on Monday 28th June at 6pm for a short 

meeting where you can meet the class teachers, find out a little more information and of 

course ask any questions that you may have. You will receive an email during the day on 28th 

informing you of your child’s class and the arrangements for the first 2 weeks of school and of 

course the link to join the meeting. You do not have to have a zoom account to join the     

meeting and can simply click on the link in the email to join. Please can I ask that you join with 

your microphones off but your cameras on if you feel able. It is so much nicer to talk to peoples 

faces rather than a blank screen! 

 

We really look forward to meeting you and starting the next phase of your child’s education 

with us. 



 Transition 

 
Unfortunately, transition has once again been affected by the 

ongoing Covid 19 pandemic. We had hoped that with the 

planned Phase 4 reopening that transition would be possible 

but as this phase has now been delayed it has had an impact 

on what we can do for transition. 

 

The continuing guidance states that we must maintain our    

existing bubbles and not mix children from in our setting with 

those from outside of the setting. We must also ensure that as 

well as maintaining our existing bubbles any new teachers that 

the children meet must stay 2 metres away from their new 

class! 

 

The reason for all of this is mostly about the impact that this new mixing would create. If anyone 

were to fall ill with Covid during transition or shortly afterwards it could potentially result in two 

whole year groups having to isolate for 10 days and in the case of our nursery children             

potentially impact other settings too. 

 

We have therefore had to make the sensible but difficult decision that the risks outweigh the 

benefits  although we all feel sad that this is yet again the case. 

 

However, all is not lost! Our new reception children will have a period of transition within the first 

2 weeks of starting in September and they can meet their teachers at our online meeting. Our 

reception teachers will also prepare a video which we can share with our nursery children and 

our new children joining us from elsewhere. 

 

For our new Year 1 and 2 children the teachers are able to meet them outside so that they can 

meet them in person, all be it from a 2 metre distance! Teachers will share a story outside with 

their new class and have the opportunity for some introductions and questions. 

 

Our current Year 2 children will be meeting their new Year 3 teachers too in a similar way but 

are not able to go to BVS itself. Mr Olney is looking in to how transition might work for our Year 

2’s in September instead. 

 

This is not ideal and not how we would want it to be but if the pandemic has taught us nothing 

else it is how resilient our amazing young people can be and I know they will take it all in their 

stride just as they have everything else for the last 18 months. 

 

Time is always given at the start of each academic year for settling in to a new class, building 

new relationships and making new friends and this coming year will be no different. 

 

I do hope you understand the constraints we still find ourselves under and hope that you can 

understand why we have had to make this decision. 



 
 

 


