
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Well here we are at the end of the Spring 

term already and just one more term to go 

before the end of the academic year. 

 

It has been a term of two halves. Over half of 

it at home for many of you. We have loved 

having all the children back over the last three weeks and 

we are slowly seeing their stamina for learning increase and 

them settling back in to their learning. 

 

I am a very proud headteacher when I see happy children 

enjoying their learning and I see this everyday. I am so 

please to have all our school community back together 

again and I only hope that we can remain like this. 

 

Thank you parents and carers for working with our school 

community to support the children with their learning and 

ensuring that our whole community is educating the       

children. 

Everyone at John of Gaunt wishes you a very Happy Easter 

and we hope that you have a good holiday, recharging 

the batteries ready to come back with 

lots of energy ready for our continued 

learning in the summer term. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

 
School closes for Easter on      

Friday 26th March and reopens 

on Monday 12th April 

 

 
22.4.2021 - Class Photos 

 
School closes for Half Term on      

Friday 28th May and reopens on 

Monday 7th June 

 

22.6.21 - Possible Sports Day 

morning? 

 

9.7.21 - Annual reports Home 

 

12.7.21 - Possible Open Evening 

 

 
School closes for Summer      

Holiday on Wednesday 21st July 

and reopens on Monday 6th 

September 

 

 

 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 

 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

 

Red Nose Day 
 

It was great to see all the children dressed as Superheroes 

for Read Nose Day last week. Thank you for all your kind 

donations, we raised a huge total of £163.04 for the     

charity. We even got our photo in the EDP! 

 

 

 

 

 



 RWI Books 

 
The last lockdown has naturally had an impact on our teaching of RWI and we are working 

hard to get the children back on track in school. What is making things more difficult is that  

children do not always have their books with them every day in their book bags and when we 

are ready to change them we then can’t. Please can you make sure that your child’s wallet 

with their RWI home books are in their book bags at all times apart from when they are being 

read at home! This means that we can change them when they have finished their current 

book in school and you will always have their current book to share at home. 

 

Learning to read is a partnership between home and school. We will do all the teaching and 

what they need at home is the practise. Please take the time to read at home every night for a 

few minutes with your child. You will be amazed at their progress if you 

take the time to do this. 

 

Relationships, Sex and Health Education (RSHE) 
 

Alongside this newsletter today you will have received a PowerPoint presentation to give you 

some more information about the new RSHE requirements for schools. At John of Gaunt we 

have always taught Personal, Social and Health Education (PSHE) which included teaching 

about relationships but there are now some additional requirements on us which have been 

included in our general teaching of PSHE. For us at John of Gaunt there is very little change but 

it is my duty to inform you of the new curriculum. Included in the PowerPoint is a link to all the 

planning and the policy which are available on our website. 

 

We are also keen to hear your thoughts about the new RSHE curriculum and I have set up a     

survey for you to complete. The link is included in the PowerPoint but I also include it here. 

 

https://www.aylshamhigh.com/jogrsheparentalsurvey 

 

Please do take the time to complete the survey if you are able and if you have any further 

questions please speak to Mrs Toplis. 

 

 Easter Holidays and Covid 

 
We very much hope that Easter will be a healthy time for you all. However, should any child 

show symptoms of Covid up to Monday 29th March and then test positive please inform 

head@johngauint.norfolk.sch.uk immediately so that the relevant track and trace procedures 

can be adhered to. 

 

Any person showing symptoms of covid must isolate immediately and all those in their        

household bubble. Seek a PCR test and remain in isolation until the results of the test are know. 

Positive tests require a 10 day isolation period. 



 Easter Hats 

 
What an amazing amount of wonderful hats this year. It was so lovely today to see all the effort 

the children had made with their hats and lovely that we were in school this year to share them 

together. 

 

Here are  some of this years winners. 

 

 

 Aylsham Scarecrow Festival 
 

Aylsham are having a scarecrow Festival over the Easter Holidays to replace     

Aylsham in Bloom. John of Gaunt are taking part in the festival and huge thanks 

to Mrs Gillett for organising all our scarecrows. Each class has accessorized their 

John of Gaunt scarecrow to fit their class. Main school scarecrows will be at the front of school 

and Nursery ones peering out to the Norwich Road. 

 

The festival runs from 27th March to the 11th April and a map can be downloaded from the 

town council website aylsham-tc.gov.uk/   

http://www.aylsham-tc.gov.uk/


 Easter Holidays 

 
As well as all the fun you can have with the Spring Activity Family Learning booklets that 

we sent home, Aylsham Parish Church have made us aware of this. 

Children can collect a trail sheet from the church, complete the hunt and then I believe there 

may even be prizes once completed. 

 

They also have 100 children’s activity bags available from today to be collected. These usually 

go very quickly so don’t delay if you would like one. Collected from the church. 

 

Happy Hunting 

 Help and Support 

 
I just wanted to bring to your attention again to the service that is provided by 

Just One Norfolk and Just One Number. This service is available for parents, carers and          

professionals to access advice either over the phone or via their website. Their website is very 

comprehensive and has lots of information, advice and guidance for you to access at your   

leisure. There is also a link to a really useful course which is free for all Norfolk 

parents to access. The course is called ‘Solihull’ training. 

 

 

The website address is: https://www.justonenorfolk.nhs.uk/ 

And their contact number is: 0300 300 0123 



 
 

 


