
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Well, what a full on term that was.  

The Autumn Term is always a busy term and is 

usually the longest term of the year. The  

added complications of a pandemic have 

been interesting, but managed well. 

 

We have taken on lots of new initiatives this term and we 

have all thoroughly enjoyed using Mathematics Mastery 

and Read Write Inc.  There is no doubt that these schemes 

are successful in providing high quality education for our 

children. The children have made lots of progress in their 

Read Write Inc. groups and most importantly are really  

enjoying their learning. The speed with which they have 

adapted to this is amazing and Fred (the frog) is very         

important in all lessons! 

In Mathematics Mastery we are seeing the children be able 

to apply the skills that they have learnt and solve problems 

using what they know to work out what they don’t know. 

Thank you so much for all your support at home with both 

these schemes and for completing homework with the   

children each week. Supporting your child with their      

reading at home is so valuable and will ensure that they 

make even more progress in school. 

 

I am sure that you will join me in thanking all our amazing 

staff at John of Gaunt. Everyone has worked tirelessly 

through this term and put in many dedicated hours to     

ensure that the children have the best education. On top 

of that they have cleaned (a lot) and sanitised (a lot) and 

generally ensured that we have been COVID secure and 

as safe as we can be. They are all amazing and deserve a 

virtual medal for their efforts. A two week break is very well 

deserved and then onwards and upwards in the Spring 

Term. 

 

There is no doubt that the next term will continue in much 

the same vain as this term but there is hope with the       

vaccine that the Summer term may be a bit more normal! 

 

Once again, thank you for all your support this term as we 

have adapted to a new way of education. I 

wish you and your families a very Merry 

Christmas and blessings for a happy more 

normal 2021. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
School closes for Christmas at 

3.10 pm on Friday 18th            

December and  reopens       

Monday 4th January 

 

School closes for half term on 

Friday 12th February and         

reopens on Monday 22nd      

February 

 

4th March - World Book Day 
 

We are hoping for another    

Family Learning event during the 

term, but it is unlikely that it will 

be in school like normal; we will 

let you know once this has been 

organised. 

 

Parents evenings are unlikely to 

be back to normal either, and  

so more details about this nearer 

the time. 

 
School closes for Easter on      

Friday 26th March and reopens 

on Monday 12th April 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 

 

95.8% 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Giraffes on 97.3% 



Pick up and Drop Off 
 

Thank you to everyone for adhering to drop off and pick up times. I know that this affects some 

people more than others; especially if you have siblings at BVS. We are still needing to keep 

these staggered times as the infection rates in the East are still increasing. I know it may seem 

like it is making no difference, but it really does help the flow on to and off our site. 

 
I am, however, going to make a slight change to the Reception children's (Turtles and  

Leopards) drop off and collection times.  And so, from 4th January, Reception children need to  

arrive between 9am and 9.10 am and be collected at 3.10pm. That is a shift of just 5 minute, but 

will hopefully be helpful  for some and mean less waiting time. 

 

Please can everyone continue to arrive within their window and strive to arrive on time please. 

The first lesson the children do very quickly after drop off is phonics. 5 minutes late will often 

mean that they miss the start of their very valuable phonics lessons or mean the rest of their 

group can’t start on time. 

 Christingles and Stories 

 
All the children really enjoyed making their Christingles and our thanks go to Kelly de Ville Shaw 

from Aylsham Parish Church for sourcing this all for us. It just shows that there is always an         

alternative way during these strange times. 

 

The children also all received a book ’It begins in Bethlehem’ and these 

were purchased for the children by the Churches       

Together in Aylsham, so we would like to say thank you 

for these too. 

FoJoG 
 

Thank you to our lovely Friends in FoJoG for making Christmas Eve bags and thank you to you 

for purchasing them. This money is invaluable to school for purchasing those little extras that the 

budget won’t stretch to. 

The chocolate that the children had in their book bags this week was also sourced by the 

friends and donated to us by Morrisons. The children (and the staff) were very happy with that! 

Face Coverings 
 

A big thank you to everyone for adhering to our new guidelines of wearing face masks on the 

school site. We really do appreciate your support. 

 

Lockdown 2 has now ended and we have entered Tier 2 for our restrictions. We are asking that 

you continue to wear a face covering whilst on our site; as this helps to keep everyone just a  

little bit safer. We have a tough few months ahead, but hopefully by the 

Spring we will be talking  differently and looking forward to a more ‘normal’ 

way of life. 

 

‘Hands, Face, Space’ 



CHRISTMAS NEWSLETTER FROM THE GOVERNORS 
 

As you read this in the end of term newsletter, I think we will all be breathing a sigh of 

relief that we have managed to have our students and pupils back in school again.  

This would not have been possible without the hard work and dedication of all of the 

staff across all of the schools; the site team worked tirelessly through the summer  

holidays to get the schools ready to receive our learners, and the teaching and support 

staff have worked so hard to ensure that all of our settings could run as smoothly as  

possible. 

 

As with all things to do with school, I would like to thank all of our parents and carers for 

the support you have given our schools throughout these unprecedented times; I know 

it isn’t easy to adapt to new school day timings, different regulations, the change in the 

catering facilities on offer etc, but thank you very much for all of your support. 

 

At the High School we are all thrilled to see the new multi-sport all-weather pitch in  

operation; it is an addition to the school facilities which we are really proud of, and 

when Covid 19 restrictions allow, it has been good to see it well used by clubs and  

associations throughout our local community.  Rehearsals are going ahead, when  

possible, for the annual musical production which is scheduled for next year – fingers 

crossed that this will be able to go ahead.  Congratulations to our students who have 

achieved their Bronze award in the Duke of Edinburgh scheme.   

 

At Bure Valley, the staff have coped very well with some of the disruptions caused by 

the pandemic and the school is working well and that the pupils were pleased to be 

back in school again in September.  A few Christmas things have been arranged but of 

course the children will miss doing their usual performances for parents, but I am sure 

the Christmas jumper day will be special. 

 

At John of Gaunt the children (and staff!) have adapted really well to the new learning 

systems which have been put in place, namely Read Write Inc and Mathematics  

Mastery, and better results are already being witnessed following the changes.  It is 

great that not all the learning has been about the core subjects and the children have 

also had time to deal with historical figures such as Florence Nightingale and to learn 

about rainbows.  Mrs Toplis has special praise for the children’s behaviour in these times 

of change. 

 

My thanks to everyone for everyone involved with our schools for keeping them open in 

these difficult times, and I do hope that you all enjoy a safe and Happy Christmas and 

that we can all look forward to better times ahead in 2021. 

 

Jenny Youngs, Chair of Governors, Aylsham Learning Federation 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


