
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Well, the half term is racing by as usual.        

Despite the lack of Christmas plays, we are all 

starting to get into a festive mood and      

looking forward to the things that we can do. 

We would normally take part in the annual 

Rotary Carol Concert and it has been a        

tradition that John of Gaunt performs a song known as the 

Penguin Song. I’m not sure whether everyone loves it just 

because they get to see Mrs Toplis waddling like a penguin! 

Christmas wouldn’t be Christmas without it, and so all the         

children are learning the song and will perform it and be 

videoed (as long as photo permission allows). I will then be 

creating a video of the whole school singing the Penguin 

Song for your enjoyment - minus Mrs Toplis waddling like a 

penguin!! 

 

We continue to work hard on embedding our Read Write 

Inc and also our Mathematics Mastery scheme and we are 

amazed with the progress the children are making. They 

are also really enjoying it too, which makes us really happy. 

 

Enjoy the advent season, but stay safe. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 
School finishes for Half Term on 

Wednesday 21st October and     

reopens Monday 2nd November 

 

14.12.20 - Y1 Christmas Party 

15.12.20 - Y2 Christmas Party 

16.12.20 - Reception Christmas Party 

 

14.12.20 - Reception Christmas    

Dinner  

15.12.20 - Year 1 Christmas Dinner 

16.12.20 - Reception Christmas     

Dinner 

 

18.12.20 - Christmas Themed Mufti 

Day 

 

School closes for Christmas at 

3.10 pm on Friday 18th            

December and  reopens       

Monday 4th January 

 

 

 

 

 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 

 

95.6 % 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Giraffes on 100% 

Face Coverings 
 

A big thank you to everyone for adhering to our new    

guidelines of wearing face masks on the school site. We    

really do appreciate your support. 

 

Lockdown 2 has now ended and we have entered Tier 2 for 

our restrictions. We are therefore asking that you continue to 

wear a face covering whilst on our site, as this helps to keep        

everyone just a little bit safer. We have a tough few months 

ahead but hopefully by the Spring we will be looking  

differently and moving forward to a more 

‘normal’ way of life. 

 

‘Hands, Face, Space’ 

 



Festive Mufti Day 
 

This year we decided to join in with the TRUST wide Festive Themed Mufti Day which we are 

holding on the last day of term. There is no need to go out and buy anything special for this, 

normal clothes  decorated with a  bit of tinsel will be brilliant! If you already have a Christmas 

Jumper then great, but please don’t feel that you need to spend money to support it. 

 

FoJoG have been unable to raise money in the way that they normally would this year, so this will help 

support their pot and also TACT families who support us all. Please donate what you can. 

 Children’s Corner 

 
This is the section of the newsletter for the  

children’s voice.  It may be about  

something that they have been doing in 

school or a special event. 

 

This newsletter it is the turn of: 

 

The Otters 

 

 

This term we have enjoyed learning about… 

 

Maths, doing our number bond. 

 

We have enjoyed phonic, because we learn 

to ‘rrr read’! 

 

We enjoyed writing in our books about we 

give to Jesus and we’re going on a bear hunt! 

 

Maths meeting we have been recording how 

many days we’ve been at school and days of 

the week. 

 

I like doing dream and the advent calendar. 

 

We really loved going on a bear hunt in the 

woods! 

 

We learnt about Florence Nightingale, she’s 

called the lady lamp, she helped in the  

Crimean War and she cleaned the hospital. 

Christmas Cards 
 

Thank you to all those of you that purchased 

your child’s personally designed Christmas 

cards. 

 

The cards should now have been sent home 

with your child in their book bag. 

 

We hope they will bring cheer to 

your family and friends this   

Christmas. 

 

 

Children in Need 
 

It was great to see all the children dressed in 

their pyjamas for Children In Need. 

 

I am delighted to tell you that we raised an 

amazing £180.00 for the charity, which I know 

will go towards helping  children less fortunate 

than our own. 

 

Thank you 

Santa 
 

Please see the poster at the end of 

this newsletter about Aylsham      

Rotary Club’s Santa Sleigh visits 

around the town. As they are not 

able to  collect donations in the  

usual way this year, if you would like to send 

your donation in to school we will very        

happily pass it on to the Rotary Club.            

Alternatively follow their just giving link. 

 



Google Classroom 
 

There are still lots of parents who have not signed up to their child’s Google Classroom         

account. I really hope that we never need to use them, but it is always best to be prepared 

and we want to avoid the panic of everyone trying to log on if you should find yourself at home isolating. 

 

This is what numbers look like for parents in each class who have activated their child’s account. 

 

Giraffes - 9 out of 23 

Zebras - 7 out of 23 

Otters - 6 out of 25 

Elephants - 16 out of 25 

Turtles - 14 out of 27 

Leopards - 25 out of 26 

 

It really only takes seconds to log in and then the job is done until you need it. 

 

Here is a copy of the letter that was sent home with the home learning books just in case you need a  

reminder of what to do. 

 

Remote Learning 

 

Attached to this letter is your child’s home learning book. Inside the front cover are some tickets which 

are logins for various home learning sites. The only one you need to act upon immediately is to log in to 

Google Classroom. 

 

Google Classroom will be our main way of communicating the children’s learning to yourselves, if the 

children are having to isolate due to the Coronavirus pandemic. If the whole bubble is isolating we will 

also use Goggle Meets so that children can have virtual contact with their teachers. 

 

On our website, http://www.johngaunt.norfolk.sch.uk/ under the ‘Our School’ and then ‘Home Learning’ 

tab, you will find a how to guide on how to Log in to Google Classroom from either a computer or from 

your smart phone or tablet. All the children will have had an invite from me and will just need to ‘join’ at 

this point. 

 

In the ‘Home Learning’ tab on our website you will also find a link to our remote learning plan should you 

wish to read it? There are also some useful website links and also some wellbeing and mental health  

resources. On this page you will find a tab for your child’s year group. In here each week we will add their 

learning for the week. This will all be taught in school, but should you find yourselves at home the plan will 

show you what the learning is for the week and teachers will support you with how to deliver this at home. 

You might also like to use it as a way of knowing what your child is learning each week.  

 

The aim of the home learning book is ONLY for when children are self-isolating due to the coronavirus 

pandemic and not for any other homework. Weekly homework should be completed in their normal 

home learning book. Please do not let your child use their remote learning book for any other purpose. 

We really hope that they get to the end of the academic year and the book is empty because that 

means they will have been in school the whole time! 

 

Teachers will ‘send’ work home as soon as they are able once they are notified that a child is self-

isolating. However, if the teaching day at school has already started it may be the end of the day before 

work is organised as teachers will be in school teaching all the other children. In this instance using some 

of the useful websites would be beneficial. 

 

Obviously, if your child is self-isolating and unwell they would not be expected to carry out their learning 

at home. However, if they are self-isolating because of a family member or their bubble is self-isolating 

then it is important that they continue their learning at home so that the transition back in to school after 

their period of isolation is seamless. 

 

If you have any problems with this please read the how to guide in the first instance and after that       

contact myself for support. 



Christmas Decoration Project 
 

Well done and thank you to everyone who took part in the Christmas Decoration Project, which 

this year replaced our traditional Family Learning Day. We were delighted with the number of 

decorations that we received and hope that you enjoyed making them at home. By now they 

should be decorating the trees outside the Main School and outside the Nursery. The children 

also made a gift tag in school to bring some more festive cheer and these are what are  

adorning the fences. 

 

All the raffle tickets that were returned with decorations were put into a draw. We were lucky 

enough to have 6 prizes to award and a big thank you to Budgens, Tesco and Aylsham Sports 

Hub for donating prizes. The winners were: 

Main School 

Family Swim Pass - Freddie Jackson 

Family Swim Pass - Mya Smythe 

Hamper of goodies - Ted Seal 

Hamper of goodies - Hayley Sones 

Tub of chocolates - Amber and Isabelle Giles 

Tub of chocolates - Buzz Porcher-Smith 

Nursery 

Family Swim Pass - Evie Radley 

Tub of chocolates - Mollie Fisher 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 

 


