Newsletter
Issue 4 Autumn 2020
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School
Amazingly, the second week of this half term
is already over. As a former member of staff
used to say ‘time flies when you are having
fun!’
Our children are now in their Read Write Inc.
groups and for the first 40 minutes of each day, every child
participates in their phonics lesson. Their lessons are not
solely about phonics and as the name suggests also
include some reading and some writing. Walk anywhere at
the beginning of the day and it is a pleasure seeing the
children so engaged in their learning.
There is, of course, so much more that we do at school and
the Year 2 children have enjoyed having their own Great
Fire this week to complete their work on the Great Fire of
London. Reception children have been busy de-sludging
the pond area and Year 1’s have been learning about
Florence Nightingale and all the great work that she did.
We marked Armistice day on Wednesday with a 2 minute
silence across the whole school and I was proud of the
respect that the children showed.

Dates for your Diary
School finishes for Half Term on
Wednesday 21st October and
reopens Monday 2nd November
11.12.20 - Christmas Jumper Day
14.12.20 - Y1 Christmas Party
15.12.20 - Y2 Christmas Party
16.12.20 - Reception Christmas Party
14.12.20 - Reception Christmas
Dinner
15.12.20 - Year 1 Christmas Dinner
16.12.20 - Year 2 Christmas Dinner

School closes for Christmas at
3.10 pm on Friday 18th
December and reopens
Monday 4th January

Looking forward to the next few weeks!

Face Coverings
A big thank you to everyone for adhering to our new
guidelines of wearing face masks on the school site. We
really do appreciate your support.
The guidelines are still that children in primary schools do not
need to wear face coverings in the classroom, but we have
always allowed this to happen if families felt this was right for
them. If your child is wearing a face covering in school,
please ensure that they have a sealed plastic bag to keep it
in when they take it off. Please have a
conversation with your child about not
taking their face covering on and off
during the day before sending them in to
school with one.

Attendance Watch
Our target school attendance
figure is 96.0%.
Our current figure is
95.3%
The best Class this week was
Giraffes on 98.2%

Google Classroom
Well done to all those that have activated your child’s Google Classroom account. There are
still lots of parents that haven’t though. Please don’t leave it until you need it! If you are
unsure what to do please email your child’s class teacher for support, or use the helpful guide on our
website in the home learning section.
You will also have been sent another Google Classroom invite; this time to the reading book classroom.
In this classroom you have access to some of our Read Write Inc. books if you find yourself isolating at
home. Please make sure that you join both classrooms.

Children’s Corner
This is the section of the newsletter for the
children’s voice. It may be about
something that they have been doing in
school or a special event.
This newsletter it is the turn of:
The Elephants
In Year 1 I like to ….
Rhys “Play outside”
Sophie “ do writing in English”
Sarah “Play with my friends”
Sam “Making the Elephant in art”
Liam “Play with animals”
Theo “Play football with my friends”
Maisie “Read books”
Destinyrae “Sing the days of the week song”

Shoe Boxes
A huge thank you to those of you that
donated whole shoe boxes and also bits to
go in to shoe boxes. I am not sure how many
we have collected for our school, as they got
collected with others from the town, but
there were certainly a good number.
Hopefully we will have all
brightened another's life on
Christmas day.

Christmas Cards
It would be normal for school to have a
post-box in the corridor for the children to
post their Christmas cards to their friends. As
we are having to minimise the children and
items moving the around school due to
Covid. It is therefore ,with a heavy heart, that
I have to ask that the children do not bring
Christmas cards in to school this year for their
friends as this increases touch contact.
Whilst this is really sad and Covid has
affected so many things, it doesn’t stop us or
the children wishing each other a verbal
Happy Christmas.

Christmas Dinner and Parties
As with everything, dinners and parties need
to take on a new format this year!
Each Year group has a day allocated for
Christmas Dinner and this will be in the hall
with all other year groups eating in their
classrooms.
Each year group also has a party afternoon
and on this day they will also have a Party
Christmas Lunch, as we will not be able to do
party food in the usual way. We would invite
the children to come in to school dressed in
their party clothes on their party day so that
they are all ready and no changing is
needed.
The menus are at the end of this newsletter.
No need for booking just for information.

Read Write Inc.
All year 1 and 2 children will have had their first and maybe even their second RWI book home.
Our reception children are working up to this point and will start bringing their books home once
they have secured all their phonics to support them. We hope that you have enjoyed our lovely
new books.
The black and white book that they bring home is one that they have worked on in school so
they should be really confident with this one. The book bag book that accompanies it is a partner story to the one they have shared during their Read Write Inc. sessions. The books should be
manageable for your child as we want them to be confident readers who believe that they
can do it. We also want them to be fluent. They won’t lose interest if they can read it they will
lose interest if it is too hard for them as their self esteem will drop. They should also be bringing a
self chosen book home too, to either read themselves or share with you.
Please continue to write in the reading record book to show that they have been doing their
reading at home. A few minutes every day will make such a difference to your child's reading
ability. Being able to read unlocks the rest of education.
It is vital that books come in to school everyday so that when we are ready to swap them we
can do so and then quarantine the books for 72 hours before passing on to other children.
We can already see the progress the children are making with their phonics, reading and writing during their Read Write Inc. sessions which has only be just a few short weeks. I wanted to
share the progress of our reception children from their first piece of writing to this week’s writing.
It is just so amazing.

