
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School   

 

Hello everyone, apologies for the time between newsletters, but I have been 

busy planning and preparing to open our school to more children. 

 

We are really looking forward to getting the school open again to our Nursery 

and Reception children next week and our Year 1 children the following week. 

School does look a bit different just now and everything is in different places, but we have tried 

hard to keep it looking as normal as possible. Lots of things have been taken out of the         

classrooms, but there is no black and yellow tape telling children not to touch. If it is in the      

classroom then they can play with it or use it.  

 

We really hope that our children who are returning will enjoy their time back in school and their 

learning in a different way. Don’t worry if you are not returning this academic year, as the 

teachers will continue to provide you with home learning. Sharing books continues to be a   

challenge, so I will carry on videoing a set of books each week and provide the video links. I 

hope that you are finding them useful. Most of the books are from the scheme Read Write Inc. 

which is something that we will be starting to follow at John of Gaunt from September, which is 

very exciting for us all. 

 

I know that these last few weeks have been challenging for everyone, but I have been so       

delighted to see all the home learning that has been happening. The photos and videos that 

you have been sending in have been a delight to see and I know that your children are         

experiencing a richness in their education which they might not otherwise have had. You 

should give yourselves a big round of applause for tackling this so well. We know that being a 

teacher and Mum and Dad  is not an easy task. In the coming few weeks be kind to yourselves 

and work at the pace of your child and please don’t worry if not everything goes as you     

wanted it to. It happens to teachers too! 

 

As we can now get out more, make the most of opportunities that our wonderful town offers us 

in terms of walks etc. Please remember though to keep social distancing and don’t be tempted 

to pop round to someone's house for a play date. This isn’t in the rules yet! If your child is missing 

their friends, try and set up a zoom chat for them to see each other. Zoom is free to use for the 

first 40 minutes. 

 

We have had no further information about the returning of our Year 2 children unfortunately. 

However, if they are to return then the model will be the same as for the Nursery, Reception and 

Year 1 children. As always when I know I will let you all know. 

 

As yet I have no details of what school might look like in September. I am really hoping that we 

can go back to normal, but as time goes on this looks increasingly unlikely. As soon as I have 

any information about what we may be required to do I will share it with you. 

 

Keep enjoying your daily exercise and remember our John of Gaunt motto ‘Always choose 

kindness’. 
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 Home Learning 

 

Look at all this fabulous home learning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adjectives work 

Making grass  

caterpillars 

Spoon people 

Jam sandwiches and 

clocks 

Pencil control 

Canoeing 

with Daddy 

Yorkshires Yum! 

A sign for a bug hotel 

Numbers! 

Dinosaurs galore! 

Numbers game Making a treat for 

the birds 

We are so pleased to see all this fabulous home learning. Well done 

to all our children and to all our wonderful parents for keeping going. 

We are very proud of you all. Keep sending the home learning 

through as everyone really enjoys seeing it. More in the next  

newsletter. 

A fisherman scarecrow 

Maths! 

Dinosaur world 


