
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School   

 

Hello everyone, a strange first newsletter of the Summer Term as we are not    

currently in school, but I intend to keep sending newsletters out as I did before in 

order to keep you up to date with what is going on. 

 

Firstly, a huge thank you and well done for all that you are doing at home to 

support your children’s learning. We know that it was a big ask of you, but we can see from all 

that is being sent back to us that lots and lots of really great stuff is going on. The fabulous 

weather has certainly made things a bit easier I am sure, and the photos of fun in the sun and 

creating new gardens have been great to see. The teachers will continue to send home    

learning out to you for the duration of the school closure time. Work will either come via email or 

via our online platforms. However, there are also so many other learning opportunities that you 

can access at home which may not seem like ‘work’ but are equally as valuable to your child in 

their early years of education. Cooking, baking (if you can get flour!), gardening, playing with a 

ball, learning a new skill like knitting or sewing, making up a family story, singing etc are all great 

things too. 

 

At the beginning of this week, BBC bitesize launched some home learning on their site which is 

worth looking at and I also know that we sent you out a letter with some daily phonics lessons 

on, linked to our letters and sounds programme that we currently follow. 

 

I hope you received the letter this week, via email, about our new You Tube channel ‘John of 

Gaunt Stories’. I have had several stories in from teachers so will slowly add them to the channel 

and then send you the links. We all know how important listening to stories is for our children and 

I am sure that you are all sharing lots at home anyway. However, having one from us might just 

give you 5 minutes to do something for yourself! Hopefully starting next week, I will send links to 

access videos of each of the coloured reading books. You can then pick the appropriate      

colour book link for your child, watch the video and pause for them to read. We hope that will 

bridge the gap of not having suitable reading books at home. 

 

I know there has been lots of speculation in the media about when schools will reopen, but I 

think the simple answer at the moment is that no one knows. We are obviously all keen to have 

the children back as soon as we can, but we must follow the guidance that we are given by 

the government, the World Health Organisation and the Department for Education. Aylsham     

Learning Federation schools are working together to plan for any phased return that might take 

place before the beginning of the new academic year in September 2020.  

 

Lastly, I just want to say well done for staying at home and staying safe. Our NHS and other key 

workers are doing a fantastic job at keeping our country going and we in turn need to continue 

to do our bit to help them by staying at home, social distancing when we are out and washing 

our hands often for 20 seconds. Even at this time when it feels like things are improving a little, 

we still need to follow the guidance in order that lockdown does not go on any longer than 

necessary. 

 

Keep enjoying your daily exercise and remember our John of Gaunt motto 

‘Always choose kindness’. 
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Virtual Easter Hat Parade  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to all our brilliant winning hats. Prizes when we return to school! 

 



 Home Learning 

 

Look at all this fabulous home learning! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Making a yogurt 

pot snake Sharing activity 

Making bird feeders 

Making a rock pool 

Recycled Milk 

Bottle Elmer 

Under the sea 

picture 

Homemade clock 

Senses poem 

A huge crocodile!! 

Painting rainbows 

Drawing classes The fabulous result! 

We are so pleased to see all this fabulous home learning. Well done 

to all our children and to all our wonderful parents for keeping going. 

We are very proud of you all. Keep sending the home learning 

through as everyone really enjoys seeing it. More in the next  

newsletter. 

Learning to ride a bike 

without stabilisers 

Learning to skate 

and posting a letter 

Building the Titanic 


