
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

12th March 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
I am writing to update parents and carers on our current thinking around the developing situation 
with the coronavirus.  We will continue to ensure that we follow the guidance issued by the 
government and Public Health England to the letter.  We are aware that the government are 
meeting today and they are expected to announce their plan to move from the ‘containment’ to the 
‘delay’ phase, this will have possible consequences for schools and the wider public.  I have 
detailed our current contingency planning below. 
 
The current precautions 
 
At present, we are asking staff and children to focus on hygiene; in particular hand washing, the 
use and management of tissues when coughing and sneezing.  We are ensuring a plentiful supply 
of soap in the toilets and tissues are available in all classrooms.  Our cleaning and caretaking staff 
are emptying general waste bins regularly, ensuring that they wear gloves. 
 
We have made contact with all parents who have taken term-time holidays to ascertain their 
destinations.  Where those destinations coincide with coronavirus hotspots, we have informed 
parents of requirements in relation to self-isolation upon their return.  We would ask all parents to 
include their holiday destination on all absence request forms, so that we can have a better 
overview of the situation.  We would also be grateful, if you are intending to travel abroad over the 
Easter break if you could you let the school office know.   
 
In terms of general illness there is currently no requirement for children to be kept off school with 
colds and coughs.  Should you, however, have any concerns that your child’s symptoms are those 
of the coronavirus then we would urge you to contact 111 and follow their advice in relation to 
testing and self-isolation. 
 
Possible future developments 
 
In recent days, the government have talked about two specific possible future scenarios.  It is worth 
stressing that these are NOT the current advice but possible future precautions to deal with any 
potential spike in cases. 
 
Possible scenario 1  
 
The possibility that people with coughs, colds and high temperature will be asked to self-isolate for 
seven days, even if no other coronavirus symptoms are present. 
 
Possible scenario 2  
 
The possibility that schools will be asked to close for a period of time to help contain the potential 
spread of the virus. 
 



Both these scenarios will have implications for the school, and below I have detailed what this means for our 
school community and what it might mean for parents and carers. 
 
Possible scenario 1 – NOT CURRENT SITUATION 
 
The main challenge in this possible future scenario would be staff rather than child absence.  We are asking 
staff to let us know, if possible, the night before if they are unable to come in due to coughs, colds or high 
temperature.  In this scenario, we would hope to be able to maintain a normal school day but might have to 
reorganise learning to ensure children are adequately supervised when working. 
 
Should kitchen absences affect our day-to-day running we would also notify parents so that alternative 
arrangements might be made. 
 
All notifications would be made via Norfolk school closures site, our Facebook page, and our school website. 
 
It is worth stressing again that this is NOT the current situation but an indication of our contingency plan 
should this scenario arise. 
 
Possible scenario 2 – NOT CURRENT SITUATION 
 
In extremis the government may decide to close all schools for a period of time.  The main challenge here 
would be ensuring the continuity of education during a time of closure.   
 
In order to address this challenge, we have a number of resources which can support learning at home.  
These can be accessed on a PC, laptop or smartphone.  The children all have a login to Purple Mash and 
we will ensure that this is sent home in the event of a school closure.  Children in KS1 also have a login to 
TT Rockstars.  We have access to an internet site called Twinkl and they have advised, that in the event of 
school closure, free access will be made to parents for one month. Additionally, there is our You Tube 
channel.  All of these combined will ensure that the children can continue in their learning.  Staff will work 
with children to ensure that they know how to login to the various resources and in the event of school closure, 
work will be directed via these sites.  
 
For children who qualify for pupil premium free school meals we will look to ensure that vouchers are provided 
to support the purchase of lunches during any closure period.  We will not be able to provide vouchers for 
every available supermarket as it would be logistically too complex.  They are most likely to be for Tesco’s 
as it is our largest local supermarket. 
 
Summary 
 
As you can see we are thinking and planning deeply to try and respond to an incredibly dynamic and 
unpredictable situation as best we can.  Currently, the focus is on hygiene and doing our best to carry on as 
normal.  Should the situation change as suggested by the government we believe that we have robust plans 
in place to manage things effectively.  No doubt circumstances may throw us a curve ball or two but we will 
endeavour to be agile enough to deal with it. 
 
If you have any questions please contact Mrs Lord on office@johnofgaunt.norfolk.sch.uk 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Mrs Clare Toplis 
Head of School  
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