
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

We are already half way through this half 

term and Christmas is fast approaching.  

All the children have been looking at              

celebrations this half term and have studied 

lots of different ways that we celebrate. In 

Reception the Class Bears have had their 

birthday parties and so far Year 1 and 2 

have learnt about Diwali, Bonfire night and remembrance. 

All the children are busily getting ready for their Christmas 

plays which they love to perform for you. Costume letters 

will be coming out shortly if you haven’t already had one. 

Please see the box below for dates and times.  

We are taking part in the annual rotary carol concert again 

this year and a letter has gone home to all Year 1 and 2.  It 

would be wonderful to have a large ‘choir’ of John of 

Gaunt children at this event and it is always a very lovely 

start to Christmas for me. I am teaching the children to sign 

a song this year using British sign language and of course 

bringing back the penguin song too! 

Even though this is a busy time of year, don’t forget to keep 

reading with your child at least 3 times a 

week as practice is the key to becoming a 

good reader. 

Christmas Plays  

 
Tuesday 3rd December 

Reception Performance at 9.30 am - ‘Whoops a Daisy  

Angel’ 

 
Wednesday 4th December 

Year 1 Performance at 9.30am - ‘The Innkeepers Breakfast’ 

Reception Performance at 1.45pm - ‘Whoops a Daisy  

Angel’ 

 
Thursday 5th December 

Year 2 Performance at 9.30 am - ‘I’m Gonna Shine!’ 

Year 1 Performance at 1.45 pm - ‘The Innkeepers Breakfast’ 

 
Friday 7th December 

Year 2 Performance at 9.30 pm -  

‘Im Gonna Shine!’ 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

3.12.19 - Year 2 visit to the    

Christmas Tree Festival 

9.12.19 - Reception Christmas 

dinner 

10.12.19 - Year 1 and 2 Christmas 

dinner 

11.12.19 - Family Learning    

Morning 

12.12.19 - Flu immunisation 

12.12.19 - Rotary Carol Concert 

at Aylsham Parish Church 7pm 

13.12.19 - Y2 Journey to         

Bethlehem 

16.12.19 - Panto 

16.12.19 - Y1 and Y2 Parties 

17.12.,19 - Reception parties 

17.12.19 - Year 1 and 2 

Christingles at St Michael's 

Church 

18.12.19 - Year 2 singing at St 

Michael's Court care home 

 
18.12.18 - School closes for 

Christmas at 3.10 pm and        

reopens  Monday 6th January 

 

 

 

 

 

 Children in Need  

 
It was lovely to see the children 

dressed up for Children in Need 

last week. 

 

We raised  £165.21 for this good 

cause.  Thank you for your  

donations. 



Nursery Car Park 

 

Thank you to those of you who are using alternative parking places if you do not have a child 

at our Nursery. We regularly check our CCTV and can clearly see some people are still using the 

car park when they need to be parking elsewhere. We are fully aware that car parking around 

both ourselves and Bure Valley is very limited which is why there are several places to park 

slightly away from the school which just require a short stride to school: 

Butland's Car Park, Bure Valley Railway (afternoons only), Jubilee Centre, Hungate street 

(towards the town) 

The only way to improve parking around school is for those that can, to walk rather than to use 

their car.  Please also ensure that you leave the disabled parking spaces free for those that   

either have a disabled badge or who have a child who is disabled.   

 

Thank you for your cooperation. 

 Holidays During Term Time 

 

Please try to take your holidays during school 

holiday time as even missing one day            

interrupts a child’s education. 

However, if you are having a holiday during 

term time you must apply in writing on a leave 

of absence form at least 1 month before the 

holiday is due to take place. 

Mrs Toplis is unable to authorise holidays unless 

your child is under 5 or there are exceptional 

circumstances. 

You may be issued with a fixed penalty fine if 

your child’s attendance is less than                   

satisfactory. 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is 94.8% 

 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Clever Crocodiles on 98.3% 

 

 

Children’s Corner 
 

This is the section of the newsletter for the 

children’s voice.  It may be about  

something that they have been doing in 

school or a special event. 

This newsletter it is the turn of: 

 

The Clever Crocodiles 

 

 

The things I celebrate are… 

 

I celebrate Christmas by decorating a  

Christmas Tree - Joe 

 

I celebrate Christmas because Santa comes 

and brings presents - Georgia 

 

I celebrate Halloween by dressing up and I 

go trick or treating - Dylan 

 

In our family we celebrate Halloween. I like 

to dress up - Peter 

 

I celebrate fireworks. They are so colourful - 

Teagan 

 

I celebrate bonfire night. Me and my family 

like it. It’s noisy and I like noise - Max 

 

I like to celebrate my birthday, I get lots of 

presents. I go bowling and sometimes eat at 

Bella Pasta - Spencer 

 

I like to celebrate my birthday. All my friends 

come round - Ruby 



Library 

 

We are in great need of volunteers to support 

our library on a Friday afternoon. Mrs Street 

has offered to be in charge but would        

welcome some extra pairs of hands. Year 1 

and 2 change their books on alternate Fridays 

and all that is involved is taking the children 

from their classroom to the library, helping 

them to choose a book and then recording it. 

The more volunteers we get we can then    

create a rota so that it doesn’t need to be 

every Friday. 

Please speak to Mrs Lord in the school office if 

you are able to support this 

with your time. 
 

 Family Learning Day 

 

It’s the time of year for our lovely Christmas crafts Family Learning Morning. We love this morning 

and we know you do to, it always involves lots of glue, glitter and sparkly things. Please come 

along for the whole morning on Wednesday 11th December to complete 3 different Christmas 

crafts across the whole school.  You will have the opportunity in 3 sessions to make a different 

Christmas craft in each year group. 

Please see the flyer for timings and we look forward to seeing you on the 11th. 

 

 

 

 

 

FoJoG 

 

A huge well done to our new FoJoG team 

who have worked tirelessly this term to raise 

some much needed funds for school. A big 

thank you also to all of you who have          

supported them to raise the money. 

Already they are able to give us some money 

to buy 5 more laptops to ensure that we have 

enough to teach our computing lessons and 

also some money to  support resources in our 

Reception classrooms and outside. 

There is still the advent fair to come which is 

always great fun and usually involves a       

certain special visitor!  This year the Advent 

Fayre will take place on 10th December, 

come along after school and join in the fun. 








