
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Well here we are at the end of another     

academic year. I know that for all of us time 

seems to go by very fast these days, but this 

year really does seem to have flown by. It is 

as we welcomed our new children in on 

transition days that we realise just how much 

the children develop in a year and also how 

much they grow! I have been so proud this year of how 

well the children have adapted to things, like our new      

behaviour strategy and also how much they have loved 

being part of their houses. Our House Captains have done 

a brilliant job of running their house and collecting and 

counting all the house points each week. John of Gaunt is 

such a happy place to be every day and it is our wonderful 

children who make it like this. Many people come through 

our doors each week and they all comment on the lovely 

atmosphere that is created in our school. My thanks go to 

my brilliant staff who give their all to making John of Gaunt 

the great school that it is and a fantastic learning             

environment for your children. We sing a song that says 

‘We’re so proud of our school and everything about it. 

We’re so proud of our school, and don’t you ever doubt it’. 

The words to this are so very true and I thank you for your 

part in helping us achieve this. I wish you all a fantastic and    

restful summer break and look forward to working with 

those of you returning in September. Good Luck Year 2’s as 

you move to BVS.  

Mrs Webb 
 

As you all now know, Mrs Webb is leaving us next week 

and we have organised to have a goodbye picnic for her 

on the field at lunchtime (separate flyer sent home about 

this) on Wednesday 24th. On this last day we would also 

like to invite the children to come dressed in their mufti 

clothes. Mrs Webb is a mad fanatic about Elvis and we 

thought it would be great if the children could come 

dressed with an Elvis theme. This might be that you have a 

whole Elvis costume lurking at the back of the wardrobe or 

a rock guitar or anything from the Elvis era.  

However, ordinary mufti clothes are also fine too! 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

23.7.19 - 9.15am Year 2 Leavers         

Assembly 

24.7.19 - Goodbye picnic for Mrs 

Webb and Mufti Day with an  

Elvis theme! 

 
School finishes for the Summer 

holidays on 24.7.19 at 3.10pm 

 

School reopens on Wednesday 

4th September at 8.50am. 

 

 

 

 

 

  Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance 

figure is 96.0%.  

 

Our current figure is… 

 

95.5% 

  

The best Class this week was … 

 

Lovely Leopards on 98% 



Saying Goodbye 

 

 We are very close to having to say a big goodbye to our lovely and fantastic Year 2’s. It is al-

ways sad when we send children on to their new school, but also lovely for us to see how much 

they have grown, not only in size, but also in their learning too.  We know that we have  

prepared them well for the next stage of their education journey and we wish them all well as 

they move to BVS. Year 2 parents don’t forget that there will be a leavers assembly on Tuesday 

23rd July at 9.15am, where the children will this year perform Pirates vs Mermaids. 

They have been practising really hard so we are in for a real treat. Don’t forget 

your tissues! We are also saying a ‘sort of’ goodbye to Mrs Shaw. Mrs Shaw will 

not be based in a class from September, but we are delighted that she will still 

be with us teaching the Key Stage 1 children computing on a Wednesday and 

Thursday afternoons. A big thank you to Mrs Shaw for all that she has done. 

Sports Day 

 

A big thank you to all of you 

who came to support Sports 

Day last week. It was so 

lovely to see the children in their coloured  

t-shirts for their houses and to hear them  

cheering their team mates on. I was so proud 

of what good sports they all were. Well done 

also to all the Mums and Dads and younger 

siblings who took part too. 

A massive well done to Salhouse who won the 

overall trophy. This was very well deserved and 

so great for Salhouse who have been in last 

place in terms of weekly house trophies, so 

there must be some Olympic athletes in the 

making in that house. 

We thoroughly enjoyed having sports day in 

the morning instead of the afternoon and 

thought that next year we might extend it    

further with a family picnic on the field after 

the races so watch this space... 

Children’s Corner 
 

This is the section of the newsletter for the 

children’s voice.  It may be about  

something that they have been doing in 

school or a special event. 

This newsletter it is the turn of: 

 

The whole school (anyone who wanted to 

talk to Mrs Toplis!) 

 

The best thing about this year has been… 

 

Liyu - English, special writing and computing 

because I like doing all those things. 

 

Gracie-Mae - Earning all my house points for 

Ranworth the red team. 

 

Caitlin - When we are doing Maths because 

it’s fun. 

 

Ella T - Spending lots of time with my friends. 

 

Ryker - Learning new things. 

 

Phoebe - All the writing because I like     

practising. 

 

Holly - Making lots of things like our hats, our 

cars and making the solar system. 

 

Evie T - Meeting new people and making 

new friends. 

 

Evie W - Making the bug hats, I made a      

ladybird. 

 

Teagan and Darcy - Playing together in    

Super Snakes. 



Letter from Jenny Youngs - Chair of Governors 

 
 
“Time flies when you are enjoying yourself” and here we are at the end of another successful 

academic year in the Aylsham Learning Federation. 

 

Students and pupils across all our schools have been working very hard on the academic front 

as well as taking advantage of the many extra-curricular subjects on offer. 

 

At John of Gaunt, as across all the schools in the federation, there has been very little staff 

movement, which is good for creating a stable environment for our children to learn in.  John 

Bear’s nursery is proving very popular in the local community and numbers are increasing on a 

weekly basis; the children are enjoying the light airy space which has been created and  

appear to be thriving.  At John of Gaunt, there is particular pride in the phonics results 

achieved this term, and the children are enjoying the camaraderie of the new House system 

which has been put in place.  The school enjoyed a successful and competitive sports day, 

and the Year 2s are ready for their next school. 

 

At Bure Valley, Mr Olney is particularly proud of the improvement in the Maths section of the 

SATs and the reading, writing and maths combined results broke through the 70% mark for the 

first time, all of which put the school above the national average.  The school orchestra gave 

an excellent recital, and on the sports front, the school has been in many county finals.  The 

support of parents and carers is vitally important for the success of the children across all 

schools and the staff and governors are always most appreciative of all the support that  

parents and carers give the schools. 

 

At the High School, we have planning applications in for further indoor and outdoor sports  

facilities and we hope that these will soon be approved so that building can commence to 

improve facilities for both the federation and the community.  GCSEs have all been done in a 

calm and ordered fashion and like the students and their families, we await the results at the 

end of August. 

 

On the extra-curricular side of AHS, around 100 students have taken part in Duke of Edinburgh 

expeditions, at bronze and silver levels; sports have been undertaken at a very high level and 

again several county finals have been reached, both as teams and individuals.  The highly  

anticipated musical My Fair Lady is already being prepared for the March production. 

 

It just leaves me to wish our departing students the very best of luck in their future  

education and careers, and to wish everyone a very happy and healthy summer holiday  

and we shall look forward to welcoming all the students and pupils back to school in  

September. 

 

Mrs Jenny Youngs 






