
Welcome from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

We are already racing through this half term 

and the children are continuing to work 

hard with their learning. Key Stage 1 have 

been busy learning about Katie Morag and 

the Isle of Struay=which culminated in a 

Katie Morag day this week. During the 

course of the topic they have made short-

bread        biscuits, gingerbread people, made the Isle of 

Struay and    woven Katie Morag's kilt to name but a few. It 

is so great to be able to bring all the children’s learning to-

gether under one topic and it makes for worthwhile and 

fun learning.  

Our reception children have been learning about            

celebrations and enjoyed a birthday celebration last week 

with their class bears. Our Nursery children are really         

enjoying their new building and are having fun at the     

moment with their campfire and looking forward to their 

astro turf being fitted at the end of the month. 

All classes are working really hard now to prepare their 

Christmas plays and we do hope that you will be able to 

come and watch. The dates and times are below. There 

are no tickets for performances, but we would ask that you    

attend just one performance in order that we can make 

sure we can fit everyone in. It may still be standing room 

only, but that’s a bit like in the stable! 

Christmas Plays 
 
Tuesday 4th December 

Reception Performance at 9.30 am 

Year 1 Performance at 1.30 pm 

 
Thursday 6th December 

Year 2 Performance at 9.30 am 

Reception Performance at 1.30 pm 

 
Friday 7th December 

Year 1 Performance at 9.30 am 

Year 2 Performance at 1.30 pm 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

28.11.18 - Immunisation Team in 

for flu vaccines 

5.12.18 - Family Learning Morning 

for main school 

7.12.18 - Journey to Bethlehem 

(Year 2 only in the morning) 

11.12.18 - Christmas dinner 

12.12.18 - Reception parties 

13.12.18 - John Bear’s Nursery 

Family Learning Morning 

13.12.18 - Year 1 and 2 Parties 

13.12.18 - 7pm Rotary Carol  

Concert at St Michaels Church 

14.12.18 - Christmas Jumper Day 

for Save the Children 

14.12.18 - Parents Panto 

18.12.18 - Mufti Day 

 
18.12.18 - School closes for 

Christmas at 3.10 pm 

 Kindness Pennies 
 
Every Friday during our           

celebration assembly we       

collect our kindness pennies. 

These pennies form part of our 

charitable giving and the 

school council along with the 

whole school decide where this     

money should go. This year the 

children have decided that in 

the Autumn Term their pennies 

will be donated to Nelson’s    

Journey. In the Spring Term their 

pennies will go to Shelter and in 

the Summer to Redwings.  

Please try to send the children in 

with pennies on a Friday in a 

purse or sealed envelope as it 

all helps with their British Values. 



Family Learning Morning 

 

Our next Family Learning morning is on Wednesday 5th December starting at 9am, or as soon as 

we have registered the children. It is tradition at this Family Learning Day for it to have a        

Christmas theme and this year is no different. During the morning you can visit all the year 

groups and make different Christmassy crafts in each one. This year we will be staying in our 

year groups and moving around as a year group to avoid lots of moving children around. If you 

have children in different year groups, please feel free to bring an extra family member in or  

divide your time between them. There will be a break in the middle of the morning to enable 

the children to have their snack and a run around and there will be refreshment for parents in 

the hall at this time. 

Parking 

 
Thank you to everyone who already walks, scoots or cycles to school, this is really great and 

counts as part of your 30 minutes of daily activity. We understand that some of you need to 

drive to school, but if you do have an option, please try and ensure that you walk as much as 

possible. When parking your car please show consideration for other motorists and also to our 

residents along Hungate street. The new Nursery car park is for priority use by Nursery parents 

and is not a drop off zone. The Jubilee Centre are still happy for us to use their car park at drop 

off and pick up times. You can also park at the Bure Valley Railway and 

cross over with our  crossing patrol and walk along the new path. We    

cannot make any more space, so the only way to alleviate parking issues 

is for those of you that can to walk! 
 



Cafés 

 

I would like to introduce you all to our new Cafés, which will take place this year in the Spring 

and Summer Terms. Reception will run Reading Cafés, Year 1 Maths Cafés and Year 2 Writing 

Cafés. The idea of Cafés is that you have an opportunity to come in to school to work with your 

child, learn a little bit yourself and create something together all in the relaxed atmosphere of a 

Café! We have themed the Cafés by year group so that as you move through the school you 

have a different subject to focus on. Cafés are not intended to test you, but to support you and 

your child with their learning. 

 

Spring Term Cafés: 9.05am - 10.05 am 

Reception - Tuesday 29th January 

Year 1 - Tuesday 15th January 

Year 2 - Wednesday 23rd January 

Summer Term Cafés: 2pm - 3pm 

Reception - Monday 13th May 

Year 1 - Friday 10th May 

Year 2 - Tuesday 30th April 

 

Obviously as it is a Café refreshments will be provided as part of your Café experience! 

 Goodbye 

 
It is with a heavy heart that I need to let you 

know that our lovely Mrs Sweeney is retiring 

from teaching at Christmas. Mrs Sweeney has 

been at John of Gaunt for a long time and we 

will miss her greatly. If you would like to make a 

contribution towards our collection for her, 

please put this in a sealed envelope and hand 

in to the office. 

Mrs Shaw who already teaches the Super 

Snakes will continue after Christmas and will be 

working on a Monday and a Tuesday and Mrs 

Prescott will join the team teaching on a 

Wednesday, Thursday and 

Friday. 

 
 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance figure is 96.0%.  

Our current figure is…  

 

96.6% 

 

The best Class this week was   

 

Top Tigers on 99% 

Children’s Corner 
 

This is the section of the  

newsletter for the children’s 

voice.  It may be about  

something that they have 

been doing in school or a special event. 

This newsletter it is the turn of: 

 

The Clever Crocodiles 

What I have enjoyed learning about Katie 

Morag? 

 

I enjoyed making biscuits and putting the 

icing on - Ricardo 

 

I enjoyed learning the Scottish dance. I liked 

the skipping in it - Vivienne 

 

I liked making the biscuits because it was 

gingery. It had icing and curly strawberry 

hair - Lillith 

 

I enjoyed making the sheep because I like 

sheep - Dexter 

 

I enjoyed making the biscuits because we 

got to decorate them and they tasted really 

nice - Elsie 

 

I liked making the cookies with the shapes - 

Taylor 

 








