
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

Welcome back to a new term and Happy 

New Year to you all. The children have  

settled back into the swing of school and 

have responded well to their new topics. 

You will soon receive a new  

curriculum newsletter telling you all about 

what the children are focussing on this term. 

We hope that you have all received at least one text  

message from Mrs Lord welcoming you to the new text  

messaging service. If you haven't received any text  

messages since the beginning of term, it may be because 

we don’t have your current phone number. Please pop 

and see Mrs Lord if this applies to you. We will try not to 

bombard you with texts! 

Year 1 and 2 had a great day this week when they  

became detectives for the day, trying hard to help  

Detective Trad to solve the clues to crack the case. These 

days are always really exciting for the children and start off 

what promises to be a fantastic series of learning  

experiences for the children. Well done Year 1 and 2. 

We hope that you continue to support your child at home 

with their reading and their homework activities as we 

move through the Spring Term. 

 

Staff Update 

 
We welcome a new student teacher Mrs Sykes working in 

the Fantastic Foxes this half term on her second placement. 

She will be working closely with Miss Buller and we hope 

that she enjoys her time here at John of Gaunt. On a  

sadder note I have to inform you that Mrs Sayers will be 

away from school for the foreseeable future while she  

manages some health issues. We wish her a speedy  

recovery. Mrs Sykes will support Miss Buller until half term 

and in due course a temporary replacement for Mrs Sayers 

will join us. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

5.2.18 - Consultation Evening for 

Federation at JoG 7pm 

6.2.18 and 7.2.18 - Parents  

Evenings 

9.2.19 - Mufti Day 

 

9.2.18 School closes at 3.10pm 

for HALF TERM and reopens 

19.2.18 

 

23.2.18 - RSPB Outdoor Learning 

Day 

1.3.18 - RSPB Outdoor Learning 

Day 

13.3.18 - Family Learning Day 

15.3.18 - RSPB Outdoor Learning 

Day 

21.3.17 - Spring Assembly 

 

28.3.18 School closes at 3.10pm 

for Easter and reopens 16.4.18 

 

3.5.18 - The Big Sing event at 

Carrow Road for Year 1 and 2 

children  

 

Ordering Dinners 

 
Mrs Lord has asked me to remind 

you that dinners need to be  

ordered via the orange slips on a 

MONDAY morning because the 

orders are then passed through 

to the kitchen for ordering. 

Please take the time to go 

through the menu with your child 

at the weekend so that changes 

don’t need to be made mid 

week. Thank you for your  

co-operation. 



Behaviour in the mornings 

 
It has come to my attention, from a few parents and also from the teachers themselves, that 

particularly on the Key Stage 1 playground, the children are being a little over excited with their 

play before they come in to school! Quite often the children are not ready lined up for when 

the teacher comes to collect, and this then delays (particularly the Foxes) entry in to school. The 

other problem is that if they are already over excited before coming in to school, this naturally 

transfers to the classroom and can affect their mood for the whole day. 

So… perhaps it would help everyone if you could support us in keeping your child calm before 

they come in to school and also ensuring that they are lined up by 8.50am so that they can go 

in to school quickly. We don’t want to spoil their fun, but recognise that we also want to start 

their day well. 

Please could I remind you that the equipment should not be used before or  

after school for health and safety reasons. 
 

 

The Big Sing 

 
I am very excited to be able to tell you about the Big Sing event that we are signed up to on 

May 3rd at Carrow Road football ground. The event has been organised by the Norfolk Music 

Hub and is intended to bring 9000 children together from all across Norfolk to sing the same 

songs together in a mass performance. If you have older children and have ever heard of 

Young Voices at the O2, this is the Norfolk version! The other great news is that BVS has also 

signed up and so the children in their choir will also be taking part and we will share coaches. I 

want to take all the children in Year 1 and 2 as I know that this will be a fantastic opportunity 

and will be a memory that they will cherish. Let me tell you when 9000 children sing it is  

awesome! The other great thing is that you as parents can buy tickets and come and watch 

them perform. The performance is from 11am - 12.30 pm on the 3rd May and tickets can be  

purchased via the ticket source website. Type ticket source into your search engine, go onto 

the website and type The Big Sing 2018 and it will take you to the link to purchase tickets. Tickets 

cost £3 each and are in limited supply. 

Miss Lawrence will be teaching the children the songs between now and May as part of their 

weekly music lessons. 

As soon as I have any more details I will pass them on. 

Please save the date in your diaries. 

Pringles Tube Challenge 

 

Next week in assembly, as part of our growth mindset work, I shall be talking to the children 

about being resourceful. We will be looking at finding different ways to get things done and  

different ways to look at things. As part of this, I shall set the children the Pringles tube challenge 

‘What can you do with a Pringles tube that would make it more useful’. It would be 

great to see the children’s ideas but is not a compulsory challenge. I just wanted to 

give you all the heads up that a Pringles tube might be asked for and therefore you 

may feel the need to consume a tube this weekend! 



Growth Mindset 
 

Our focus for this new year moving forwards is about developing a really good growth mindset.  

We want to help the children to have a growth mindset where they believe that they can grow 

and learn anything as long as they believe, rather than a fixed mindset where they believe that 

they can’t. It’s all about the power of ‘Not Yet’. 

To help us work on developing our growth mindset we are focussing on the 6R’s:  

Resilient, Resourceful, Responsible, Reasoning, Reflective and Respect. 

 Resilient - we don’t give up when the going gets tough 

 Resourceful - we find different ways to get things done 

 Responsible - we work well with others 

 Reasoning - we think carefully before jumping in and plan things out 

 Reflective - we learn from our experience and our mistakes 

 Respect - each other, yourself and the environment 

We believe that these are all things which make John of Gaunt the great school that it is and 

we want the children to recognise these too. The children will do lots of work over the next few 

weeks about these words and are going to create a display in the main corridor too. Perhaps 

you could celebrate with your child when they demonstrate one of the 6 R’s at home, saying 

things like ‘well done you showed great resilience there’ when they have not given up. 

 Consultation for Federation 

 
You should all have received a paper copy of 

the consultation document which is as a result 

of our proposed federation to the Aylsham 

Learning Federation (ALF). We hope that you 

have all been able to read the document and 

feel able to complete the response form. 

Should you wish for further information on the 

proposed federation we will be holding a 

meeting at John of Gaunt on Monday 5th 

February at 7pm where our chair of Governors 

Mike Downes will hopefully be able to answer 

any questions or queries that you have. There 

is a further meeting at BVS on Tuesday 6th  

February where Jackie Youngs chair of ALF will 

be in attendance and you are welcome to 

attend this meeting as well or instead of the 

one at John of Gaunt. At the moment we are 

in partnership with ALF and this is working  

extremely well for John of Gaunt. 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance figure is 96.0%.  

Our current figure for the half term is…  

 

93.9 % 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Clever Crocodiles 

Children’s Corner 
 

This is the section of the newsletter for the 

children’s voice.  It may be 

about something that they 

have been doing in school or a 

special event. 

This newsletter it is the turn of: 

 

The Top Tigers 

 

All about Hendrick Avercamp’s winter  

picture 

 

‘The birds are flying and landing on the roof. 

It’s snowing, people are walking on the ice 

and some people are having fun on the ice. 

The sky makes it look cold, it’s different  

colours, blue, white, grey, pink and black’  

Sonny 

 

‘The boat has frozen, it’s so cold it can’t 

float, because of the ice. I can see trees with 

no leaves. Some people have slipped on the 

ice and fallen over. I wouldn’t like to be 

there it is too cold!’ Alfie 

 

‘I can see a church, it’s pointy at the top 

and I can see a house next to it, downhill 

from it. I can see a boat in the sea that is  

frozen into the ice. I think it is winter because 

of the ice and snow, the people are wearing 

warm clothes, like coats’ Elsie 


