
Message from Mrs Toplis, Head of School 
  

As I sit down to write this we are nearly at the 

end of the first half term at John of Gaunt. 

The time has whizzed by because we have 

all been so very busy. I am so proud of how 

well all our new staff and new children have 

settled in and also how well our existing staff 

and children have settled to their new  

classes. The children are working extremely hard at their 

learning and we have already seen some fantastic         

progress. The children are all really enjoying our new  

behaviour system ‘Reach for the stars’ and already our first 

children have received their bronze certificates for  

achieving 30 ‘dojo’ points. The behaviour system has been 

a positive way to reinforce good behaviour at John of 

Gaunt because we know that children who have good  

behaviour also learn well. The classes are also earning 

‘dojo’ points as a whole class to work towards special treats 

for everyone.  

As a whole school we have been focussing on improving 

our vocabulary by listening to stories every day and talking 

about some of the more interesting words within them. We 

have been learning new words as part of our curriculum so 

the Nursery learnt about ‘poisonous’ things during their  

recent outdoor learning session. The Year 1 and 2 children 

all have a word wall to highlight their new words to try and 

use in some of their own writing too. So, ask your child over 

tea time whether they can remember any of their new 

interesting words and also have a go at finding some new 

words that you don’t know the meaning of in the stories 

that you share at home. Don’t forget to let us know what 

you find. We can add them to our word walls. 

Finally, may I say a big thank you for all your support and 

for working so brilliantly together with us during my first half 

term as Head of School. I wish you a very happy and restful 

half term. 

 

Postponed 

 

The Phonics workshop planned for the 7.11.17 has been postponed due to no uptake and other 

circumstances. Watch this space for further information about phonics information sessions. 
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Dates for your Diary 

 

19.10.17 - Mufti Day 

 

School closes at 3.10pm for HALF 

TERM and reopens 30.10.17 

 

2.11.17 - Operation Christmas 

Child shoe box pack up morning 

10.11.17 - School Photos 

16.11.17 - Maths Workshop (run 

by Mrs Toplis) 

17.11.17 - Children in Need Day 

28.11.17 - Family Learning Day 

(Christmas theme) 

29.11.17—Flu Vaccine Nasal 

Spray (Reception, Yr1, Yr2) 

5.12.17 - Nursery and Reception 

Christmas Performance 1.30pm 

6.12.17 - Years 1 and 2 Christmas 

Performance 9.30am 

7.12.17 - Years 1 and 2 Christmas 

Performance 9.30am 

8.12.17 - Nursery and Reception 

Christmas Performance 9.30am 

8.12.17 - Year 2 Journey to  

Bethlehem Trip 

12.12.17 - Christmas Dinner 

13.12.17 - Christmas Party 

14.12.17 - Rotary Carol Concert 

at Aylsham Parish Church in the 

evening 

18.12.17 - Panto 

19.12.17 - Mufti Day 

 

Schools Closes at 3.10pm for 

CHRISTMAS and Main School  

return 4.1.18 and Nursery 8.1.18 



Operation Christmas Child - Shoe Box appeal 
 

This year we are again supporting Samaritans Purse with Operation Christmas 

Child. The aim of Operation Christmas child is to ensure that children around the 

world receive a gift at Christmas where they otherwise might not have because 

they live in poverty.  We are packing up shoeboxes in the hall on Thursday 2nd November and 

you are very welcome to come and join in. Last year we sent over 100 boxes off to Samaritans 

purse and we would love to do the same again this year. In order for us to fill the boxes we are 

asking for donations. Perhaps over the half term holiday you could find something from the list 

below to bring in to school ready to be packed up. 

 

Toys: doll, cuddly toy, car, skipping rope, ball, yo-yo etc. 

 

School Supplies: pens, colouring pencils, sharpener and rubber, felt tips, notebooks, colouring 

book etc. 

 

Hygiene Items: Toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, flannel, hairbrush etc. 

 

Other items: Hat, scarf, gloves, hair accessories etc.  

 

We are not allowed to put in any items that are war related, books or any liquids. 

 

We do hope that you will support us with this worthy cause enabling children to have a brighter 

Christmas. 

 Christmas Cards 

 

Your lovely children have all been very busy 

beavering away making the most amazing 

Christmas card designs.  In the week  

beginning the 6th November, you will be able 

to view your child’s card and put in your orders 

for packs of them to be delivered to you at 

the end of November. Please watch out for 

the boards of cards that week and remember 

it is always money with the order please. 

 Attendance Watch 
 
Our target school attendance figure is 96.0%.  

Our current figure for the half term is…  

 

96.6% 

 

 

The best Class this week was  

 

Super Snakes 

Children’s Corner 
 

This is the section of the newsletter 

for the children’s voice.  It may be about  

something that they have been doing in 

school or a special event. 

This newsletter it is the turn of: 

 

The Clever Crocodiles 

 

All about Europe Day: 

 

“I liked tasting oranges in Spain” Logan 

 

“On Europe day we got ice-cream from  

Italy” Oliver 

 

“The Eiffel tower is in Paris and you can visit it. 

When you stand next to it it’s super tall”  

Dexter 

 

“We made Gaudi lizards with patterns”  

Poppy 

 

“I liked Italy. It had a red, white and green 

flag” Edward 

 

“I liked the big aeroplane with all the chairs” 

Ryker 



Cluster News 

 

The next Cluster event is on Tuesday 14th November from 9.30am - 12 noon at Aylsham High 

School and will be delivered by Sleep East. The Sleep Hive is designed for parents/carers of  

children up to age 16 who would like help to establish a good sleep routine. The sleep Hive is a 

free, fun and interactive workshop which will cover many things including ‘Why is my child not 

sleeping?’ 

If you would like to book a place on the workshop please e-mail  

mharding@aylshamhigh.norfolk.sch.uk or text/telephone 07780 887348 

Information 

 

Mrs Toplis’ Maths workshop on  16.11.17 from 9.15am - 11.15am doesn't have many people 

signed up for it. If it is to go ahead then more people need to sign up. Come along to find out 

how your child is taught maths at John of Gaunt and what their maths journey might look like 

from Nursery to Year 2. We promise no maths tests! Please see Mrs Lord in the school office to 

book your place. Refreshments provided. 

 

After half term, we would like the children in Top Tigers and Super Snakes to come in to school 

via the little playground where they are normally picked up. The hall floor can become slippery 

with wet shoes and the main playground is also very busy in the mornings, so we feel that this 

would be a better entry into school. If you have a sibling in either Year 1 or 2 please see them in 

to school first and then bring your reception child round.  

 

Unfortunately, due to trading accounts we can no longer sell you an additional book bag from 

the office. You can order a replacement book bag from School Trends, which currently will not 

have our logo on, however from after half term they will be holding stock for us that does have 

our logo on. Alternatively Amazon also sell royal blue book bags. 

 

Can I remind you again that dogs must remain at the edges of the playground and must not be 

near any children lining up for school. If people cannot abide by our ruling then  

unfortunately for health and safety reasons we will be forced to cease to allow dogs on to our 

school site. Please can I also make you aware that if any dog bites or harms a child or adult 

then it is the owner that is liable and not the school, so please make sure that you have pet  

insurance. 

Family Learning Day 
 

Our next Family Learning Day is on Tuesday 28th November. As is traditional at this 

time of year, it will have a Christmas theme. We have decided to try a new idea this 

time, and so instead of giving you a time slot we are inviting you to come in and work 

with your child/children for the whole morning. Each classroom will have  

a different Christmas activity and you will be able to spend around half an hour in each base 

and then at the sound of the bell move on to the next. We will break in the middle of the  

morning for the children to have their snack and to allow you time to have a much needed  

coffee or tea in the hall! By the time you have finished, you will have created four lovely  

Christmas crafts for you to take home and enjoy, as well as having had some quality time with 

your child. You can, of course, drop in at any point during the morning and go to the hall where 

Monica and Eleanor will be able to help you locate your child. We hope that you will be able to 

stay all morning, but if this is not possible then we do understand and break time would be a 

good half way point. All we ask is that you sign in and sign out so that we know who we have on 

site for fire regulations. It is set to be a great morning filled with glitter, sparkle and all things 

Christmassy to get us in the festive spirit! Flyer to follow shortly. 


